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TRIBUTE TO TEXAS PERMIAN 
BASIN HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 85 Veterans from West Texas who 
will be visiting our Washington DC this week, 
sponsored by the Permian Basin Honor Flight. 
On behalf of a grateful state and nation, we 
welcome these heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The Veterans on this Honor Flight are: Dan-
iel L. Acosta, United States Marine Corps 
(ret.); Daniel G. Acosta, United States Navy; 
Clinton H. Adams, United States Navy; Philip 
H. Altman, United States Coast Guard; Mike 
A. Barker, United States Army; Jack R. 
Barnes, United States Navy (ret.); Billy E. 
Barnhill, United States Navy; Emil F. Beck, 
United States Army; Harvey L. Benad, United 
States Marine Corps; Kendall L. Benad, 
United States Marine Corps; William B. 
Bowlin, United States Army Air Corps; John 
Brenner, United States Navy; Donald W. 
Byrne, United States Air Force (ret.); Miguel B. 
Calderon, United States Army; Herbert L. 
Cartwright, United States Army; Nat E. Clardy, 
United States Marine Corps; James S. 
Cosper, United States Navy; John E. Crosby, 
Jr., United States Army Air Corps; Stanley W. 
Cuba, United States Navy; Robert E. Davis, 
United States Navy. 

Roy F. Draper, United States Army; Tharen 
H. Elcher, United States Army Air Corps; Mi-
chael L. Elcher, United States Air Force; 
Claude C. Firth, United States Navy; Thomas 
O. Flournoy, United States Army; Daniel R. 
Frizzell, United States Navy; Joyce O. Funder-
burk, United States Army Air Corps; Richard 
W. Galloway, United States Army; Willard B. 
Gaston, United States Navy; Francisco A. 
Gonzales, United States Army; Alfred 
Guardino, United States Air Force (ret.); 
Manuel Herrera, United States Army; Trisha K. 
Hildreth, United States Air Force; Walter P. 
Hildreth, Jr., United States Army Air Corps; 
Lawrence E. Hill, United States Army; Theo-
dore W. Hogan, United States Army Air Corps; 
Thomas C. Hogan, Jr., United States Army; 
Bobbie J. Jackson, United States Army; Jo-
seph E. Johnson, United States Army. 

Clay M. Keaton, United States Marine 
Corps; James M. Kelley, United States Army 
Air Corps; Tom B. Lewis, United States Army; 
D.H. Livingston, United States Navy; Russell 
A. Livingston, United States Navy; Grady D. 
Lobley, United States Army Air Corps; Mal-
colm R. Manns, United States Navy; Leonard 
C. Martinez, United States Army; Raymond G. 
Martinez, Jr., United States Army; Forest H. 
Mathews, United States Army Air Corps; John 
E. May, United States Army (ret.); Joe W. 
Meek, United States Navy (ret.); Max O. 
Meek, United States Navy; Michael V. Meek, 
United States Navy; Tommy S. Mills, United 
States Army; Travis J. Mills, United States Air 
Force; Jerry B. Morgan, United States Army; 

Ricky W. Odom, United States Air Force; Cecil 
R. Odom, United States Navy; John D. Oliver, 
United States Navy. 

Douglas R. Peacock, United States Army 
Air Corps; Leroy W. Pelzel, United States 
Army; Walter L. Pierce, United States Army 
Air Corps; Robert R. Pryor, United States 
Army; David E. Reed, United States Army; Mi-
chael E. Rejon, United States Air Force; Joe 
R. Rickey, United States Air Force (ret.); Cur-
tis C. Rister, United States Air Force; Johnny 
W. Rister, United States Air Force; Rogelio 
Robles, United States Army; Heriberto Rubio, 
United States Army Air Corps; Jonathan H. 
Ruiz, United States Army; Commodore C. 
Ryan, United States Navy; Darrell E. Sanders, 
United States Army; Walter F. Schluter, United 
States Air Force; James E. Sever, United 
States Army; Dennis W. Sever, United States 
Army; Wendell Short, United States Air Force; 
Vincent T. Sternjacob, United States Army; 
Steven C. Stone, United States Army. 

John P. Stroup, United States Air Force 
(ret.); Fred J. Stubbs, United States Army; 
Jack Tarter, United States Air Force; Marion L. 
Thompson, United States Army; Gilberto R. 
Torres, United States Army; Herbert O. Walk-
er, United States Army; Joe B. White, United 
States Navy; Louis C. White, United States 
Marine Corps; Jobert Williams, United States 
Marine Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to have the op-
portunity to meet these brave men and women 
who exemplify the best of our country. Their 
sacrifice and commitment to duty to our nation 
can never be fully repaid, and I hope that 
when they visit our nation’s monuments in 
Washington DC, the gratitude and respect we 
have for them will truly be reflected. 

Colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these in thanking these veterans and their 
families for their exemplary dedication and 
service to this great nation. I would also like 
to extend a special thank you to the local 
communities, all of the volunteers, and Mr. 
Jack Barnes for their extensive work in orga-
nizing this Honor Flight. This trip would not 
have been possible without all the financial 
and emotional support of the people who have 
put in so much hard work and personal time 
to make sure this trip could be possible. 

f 

COMMEMORATING CONSTITUTION 
DAY 

HON. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, today, we celebrate Con-
stitution Day—a holiday that falls 227 years 
after our founding fathers George Washington, 
James Madison, and their colleagues signed 
the original Constitution and sent it to the 
states for ratification. We should all use this 
important holiday as an opportunity to reflect 
on the achievements of the Founding genera-

tion—who wrote the most durable and suc-
cessful charter of government in world his-
tory—but we should also remember that the 
Framers only wrote the opening chapter in a 
much longer constitutional story. And this is 
precisely what the Framers themselves in-
tended—leaving it up to future generations to 
use the Article V amendment process to im-
prove upon their handiwork and ‘‘form a more 
perfect Union.’’ 

Perhaps the most important set of constitu-
tional changes occurred after the Civil War, 
when President Lincoln and his generation 
ratified a series of transformational Amend-
ments that many scholars have rightly de-
scribed as our nation’s ‘‘Second Founding.’’ 
As we approach the 150th anniversaries of 
these key Second Founding Amendments— 
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth—it’s 
worth pausing for a moment on this Constitu-
tion Day to consider their centrality to Amer-
ica’s constitutional story. 

The Thirteenth Amendment banned slavery 
and forced labor—redeeming us from the 
Founding generation’s original sin. Following 
his reelection in November 1864, President 
Lincoln worked furiously to convince members 
of Congress to support the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, eventually securing congressional ap-
proval on January 31, 1865. The following 
day, Lincoln took the unusual step of signing 
the Thirteenth Amendment before sending it to 
the states for ratification, calling it a ‘‘King’s 
cure’’ for the evil of slavery. 

The Fourteenth Amendment is arguably the 
most important constitutional provision ratified 
after the Bill of Rights, enshrining a host of 
new constitutional guarantees in our nation’s 
charter. It granted U.S. citizenship to everyone 
born on American soil—a guarantee worthy of 
special reflection on a day also set aside as 
Citizenship Day. It protected fundamental 
rights like free speech from state abuses and 
ensured due process of law for everyone. Fi-
nally, it wrote Jefferson’s famous Declaration 
into the Constitution and perfected it by 
changing ‘‘all men’’ to ‘‘any person.’’ This uni-
versal language guarantees equality for every-
one—whether black or white, woman or man, 
gay or heterosexual. 

Finally, the Fifteenth Amendment guaran-
teed the right to vote free of racial discrimina-
tion—beginning the most sustained project of 
constitutional improvement in American his-
tory. This project produced a total of six Voting 
Rights Amendments that established the right 
to vote as the most fundamental of all rights 
in our constitutional system. 

Beginning this Constitution Day, we should 
use the 150th anniversary of the Second 
Founding to begin a national conversation 
about its enduring meaning and our nation’s 
unfinished project of living up to the constitu-
tional principles enshrined in its trans-
formational Amendments. While our country 
has made tremendous progress since that day 
227 years ago, our nation’s story is not over 
and together we must continue building on our 
strong foundation to improve upon our more 
perfect union. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE SCHERERVILLE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I recognize 
the Schererville Fire Department, as the orga-
nization celebrates its 100th anniversary. In 
honor of this momentous occasion, the 
Schererville Fire Department is hosting a 
celebratory event on Friday, September 26, 
2014, at the Patrician Banquet Center in 
Schererville, Indiana. 

The Schererville Volunteer Fire Department 
was established on June 25, 1914, under the 
direction of Fire Chief Fred Henderlong, and 
was made up of twenty-five volunteer mem-
bers. In the early days, the firefighters did not 
receive compensation for their work. This 
changed in 1953, when one dollar was given 
to the members for attending a monthly meet-
ing, responding to a call, or working for one 
hour. Today, the Schererville Fire Department 
is a fully paid organization consisting of sixty- 
one employees. Throughout the years, the de-
partment has changed its standards to fit the 
needs of the community. From purchasing the 
department’s first motorized piece of fire 
equipment in 1922, to upgrading their ambu-
lance service from basic life support to ad-
vanced life support in 2006, the Schererville 
Fire Department has upheld their mission 
statement of ‘‘serving the needs of its people.’’ 

The leaders and members of the 
Schererville Fire Department continue to touch 
lives through their outstanding community 
service, especially to those most in need. 
Every year, the organization lends its support 
to a variety of charitable organizations, includ-
ing Hoosier Burn Camp, the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association, the American Heart Asso-
ciation, Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids, 
‘‘Bump Out Cancer,’’ Tri-Town Safety Village, 
Schererville Baseball League, and the Down 
Syndrome Association of Northwest Indiana. 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge 
several individuals who, in conjunction with the 
Schererville Fire Department, have worked 
diligently to support this outstanding organiza-
tion. In addition to the firefighters and all of the 
employees of the department, I would like to 
recognize Fire Chief Joseph M. Kruzan, Jr., 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Patterson, Town 
Council President Mike Troxell, and Board of 
Safety Chairman Pete Sormaz. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Schererville Fire Department on its 
100th anniversary. Northwest Indiana is both 
grateful and proud to have had the organiza-
tion’s support during the past 100 years, and 
for their selfless service, the leadership and 
members of the Schererville Fire Department 
are worthy of the highest praise. 

HONORING WWII VETERANS OF 
THE 485TH BOMB GROUP DURING 
50TH AND FINAL REUNION IN 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize veterans of the 485th 
Bomb Group as they celebrate their 50th and 
final reunion this week in Dallas, Texas. 

The 485th Bomb Group was one of four 
heavy bomb groups assigned to the 55th 
Bomb Wing during World War II. The 485th 
began conducting combat operations on May 
10, 1944 with a mission to bomb the marshal-
ling yard at what is now Knin, Croatia (for-
merly Yugoslavia). Their final mission was 
flown to the Linz, Austria marshalling yard on 
April 25, 1945. The group received a Distin-
guished Unit Citation for the June 26, 1944 
mission to the Florisdorf Oil Refinery in Vi-
enna, Austria. Despite encountering heavy flak 
and intense fighter opposition, the Group was 
able to inflict considerable damage to the re-
finery, crippling the enemy’s vital fuel produc-
tion during a crucial period of the war. 

As we honor these heroes today, I am re-
minded of what President Calvin Coolidge 
once said, ‘‘A nation which forgets its defend-
ers, will itself soon be forgotten.’’ I for one am 
committed to ensuring this nation never for-
gets the sacrifices that so many endured in 
order that we may enjoy the freedoms that 
have made our country so great. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE LAND AND 
WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and to 
acknowledge its continued efforts to safeguard 
our nation’s land, water resources and cultural 
heritage. 

Since its creation, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund has preserved land in every 
state across America. The fund has supported 
more than 41,000 state and local park projects 
at no cost to hard-working taxpayers. 

In Pennsylvania alone, the self-sustaining 
LWCF has provided more than $315 million in 
funding over the past five decades, benefiting 
restoration projects at national historic sites 
such as the Valley Forge National Historic 
Park and the Gettysburg National Military 
Park. In addition, the LWCF played a critical 
role in the creation of the Flight 93 National 
Memorial in Somerset, PA. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
also spurs outdoor and recreational economic 
activity in and around preserved lands, ac-
counting for jobs and a strong tax base for our 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund has helped to preserve and protect 
our nation’s most precious lands and waters 
for the past 50 years. I celebrate the Fund and 

look forward to the excellent work the LWCF 
will do in the years to come. 

f 

VETERANS TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-
JURY CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4276, the Veterans 
Traumatic Brain Injury Improvement Act of 
2014. 

Mr. Speaker, the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, which have demanded multiple deploy-
ments for many of our nation’s courageous 
soldiers, have taken a psychological toll on 
U.S. service members. 

As our brave military men and women fight 
to defend our great country, they put them-
selves at risk of combat-related health prob-
lems, including traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
other brain related maladies. 

More than 280,000 United States service 
members have been diagnosed with a degree 
of TBI in the past 10 years, and more than 19 
percent of veterans may have some form of 
the disorder. 

There is no doubt that these fearless men 
and women suffering from traumatic brain inju-
ries deserve not only our gratitude, but also 
our support throughout recovery and treat-
ment. 

Thanks to the Assisted Living Pilot Program, 
these veterans struggling daily with TBI will be 
provided with 24-hour assisted living help. 

Mr. Speaker, our United States veterans 
bravely put their life on the line to defend our 
freedoms and to keep our nation safe. 

By passing H.R. 4276, veterans combating 
TBI and PTSD will receive assistance to en-
hance their rehabilitation, quality of life, and 
community integration. 

The Veterans Traumatic Brain Injury Care 
Act expands the requirements for Veterans Af-
fairs Department reports to affirm the enroll-
ment, completion, and effectiveness of the 
pilot program. 

The community-integrated rehabilitation 
treatment provided by the pilot program will 
serve as a vital resource to our veterans as 
they overcome burdensome health problems. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 4276 to show their support and 
gratitude for the sacrifices made by our serv-
ice men and women, and to ensure that vet-
erans battling traumatic brain injuries receive 
the care and rehabilitation they deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
ARMANDO RAMÍREZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Armando Ramı́rez. Mr. Ramı́rez was born 
and raised in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, and 
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educated in the public school system. After 
graduating from high school, he joined the 
U.S. Army and served during the Korean War. 

After serving in the military, Mr. Ramı́rez 
moved to New York City where he worked 
while continuing his education during the eve-
nings. Mr. Ramı́rez attended John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice, New York, NY, and grad-
uated from Saint Francis College, Brooklyn, 
NY in 1980, with a degree in Criminal Justice 
and Political Science. He took several civil 
service examinations and became a police of-
ficer in New York City. Mr. Ramı́rez believes 
now, as he did then, that working as a police 
officer was a mission, not just a career in pub-
lic service. 

During Mr. Ramı́rez’s 30-year career as a 
law enforcement officer in New York City, he 
served in rackets and fraud investigations 
while assigned to the District Attorney’s office 
in New York City. He worked in the organized 
crime, homicide, narcotics, major cases, polit-
ical corruption, economic crime, and sex 
crimes bureaus. 

Mr. Ramı́rez is currently the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Osceola County. He was elected 
on November 6, 2012 by an overwhelming 
majority. He is the first Hispanic to hold this 
position in the state of Florida. 

In his capacity as Clerk, Mr. Ramı́rez re-
sponds to constituent concerns of wrongdoing. 
Currently, he is conducting a forensic exam-
ination of alleged fraudulent foreclosure docu-
ments submitted by banks to Osceola County 
courts. 

I am happy to recognize Armando Ramı́rez, 
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his serv-
ice to the United States and the Central Flor-
ida community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. BINDUKUMAR 
KANSUPADA 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Bindukumar Kansupada of 
Yardley, Bucks County and a resident of 
Pennsylvania’s 8th Congressional District. As 
a cardiologist, successful business man and 
faithful community servant, Dr. Kansupada has 
been an incredible asset for the health and 
well-being to the families that call the Dela-
ware Valley home. As a member on both of 
my physician’s advisory and Indian American 
committees, Dr. Kansupada’s talents and ex-
perience have been a vital part of my legisla-
tive and outreach efforts as we work together 
to provide Bucks County families with the type 
of patient centered healthcare solutions that 
keep our communities happy and healthy. I 
am honored to call Dr. Kansupada a personal 
friend and I look forward to partnering with him 
in the future so that Bucks County continues 
to be a great place to live, work and raise a 
family. 

HONORING TAMMIE SCHNITZER 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a courageous American who took a 
stand against hate and intolerance in her 
hometown of Billings, Montana. 

On a cold winter night in December a little 
more than 20 years ago, members of a local 
hate group threw a brick through the window 
of her young son’s room. It was just the latest, 
but one of the most brazen and ominous, acts 
of hate committed against not just the local 
Jewish community but other minority groups 
as well, including Native Americans. Fortu-
nately, Schnitzer’s son, Isaac, was not injured, 
but Tammie knew this attack on her family— 
and on her community—required a very public 
response. 

Her first step was to go to the editor of the 
local newspaper and ask that the attack on 
her family and her faith be a front page story. 
It was, and it led to the paper and the entire 
community rallying around the Schnitzer’s, 
with paper menorah’s soon festooning some 
10,000 homes and businesses in Billings. The 
response of the people of Billings to this and 
other acts of hate didn’t simply stymie the pur-
veyors of such hate in and around Billings— 
it started a national movement that has 
spawned the ‘‘Not In Our Town’’ nonprofit 
group that fights acts of hate all across Amer-
ica. 

I’m pleased that Hadassah and several of 
its New Jersey chapters, including the Alissa 
and Monroe Township Hadassah chapters in 
my Congressional district, will be honoring 
Tammie Schnitzer on September 21st. My 
best wishes to them and my deepest thanks to 
Tammie Schnitzer for her courage to public 
service. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE RANDOLPH 
YMCA 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Randolph YMCA, located in 
Randolph, Morris County, New Jersey, as it 
celebrates its 125th Anniversary. 

The Randolph YMCA was founded in 1889 
in Dover. The First Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Dover served as the first home of 
the YMCA, reaching beyond the Dover area 
and attracting nearly 200 people per day. In 
1908, the YMCA expanded its territory to in-
clude Chester, Long Valley, Rockaway, 
Succasunna, Wharton, and Whippany. 

From 1908–1950 the YMCA occupied var-
ious locations around Blackwell Street in 
Dover. In 1951, the need for a more perma-
nent facility was recognized. And, as member-
ship had drastically increased since the end of 
World War II, so did the need for a head-
quarters facility. The YMCA then opened a 
new facility on the corner of Route 46 and 
North Bergen Street. 

In 1976 the name West Morris Area YMCA 
was established. The name was chosen to re-

flect the expanding service area, including 
Randolph Township. Due to the vast increase 
in membership, the Dover building would re-
quire an addition, but there was not enough 
property for both an expansion and parking. In 
1977, the Y decided to build a new facility in 
Randolph Township. 

The new facility on Dover Chester Road, 
Randolph, was officially opened in 1979. The 
building included a gymnasium, racquetball 
courts, a pool, fitness equipment, and program 
space. A childcare center was added in March 
1999, which now serves as a shared space 
with the Randolph School District. In 2009 the 
late Mr. Clyde Utz donated a second pool, 
along with 7,500 sq. ft. of additional program 
space. In 2011, the YMCA received the ‘‘Best 
of Aquatics Award’’ from Aquatics Inter-
national. 

Now known as the Randolph YMCA, the or-
ganization offers a variety of health and 
wellness programs for all ages. The Randolph 
YMCA also offers numerous Youth Programs, 
including: Summer Day Camp, Progressive 
Swim Lessons, After School Child Care, and 
Youth Fitness and Conditioning. 

The Randolph YMCA continues as a chari-
table non-profit organization that provides so-
cial, physical, and education programs to the 
community in order to help develop the mind, 
body, and spirit of all ages. The employees 
and volunteers at the Randolph YMCA remain 
focused on growing and improving the founda-
tion to meet the needs of the community, 
today, and in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Randolph 
YMCA, its members, trustees, and many sup-
porters, as it celebrates its 125th Anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE DUMFRIES-TRI-
ANGLE-QUANTICO LITTLE 
LEAGUE ALL-STAR TEAMS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the tremendous performance and ac-
complishments of local players in the Dum-
fries-Triangle-Quantico (DTQ) Little League. 
During this past summer, the Junior, Senior, 
and Big League All-Star Teams won both the 
District 9 and Virginia State championships. 

The Big League All-Stars have won the Dis-
trict 9 title for three years running, and this 
marked their third overall state title. The Sen-
ior All-Stars have won the District 9 title seven 
years-in-a-row and the state title four years-in- 
a-row. The Seniors went on to win the South-
east Regional Championship, securing a spot 
in the Senior League World Series. They ad-
vanced to the semifinal game, where they 
came up just short in a 3–2 loss to Latin 
America. The Junior All-Stars have now won 
four consecutive District 9 titles and their sec-
ond state title during that period. The Juniors, 
many of whom have been playing together 
since they were 10 years old, advanced to the 
Southeast Regional semifinal game, where 
they were narrowly edged out in a 9–8 loss to 
Florida. 

My office is proud to support little leagues 
throughout the community. The friendships 
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and experiences these athletes gain from par-
ticipating in little league—learning the value of 
playing fair, working hard, making friends, 
showing good sportsmanship, and most of all, 
having fun—will benefit them throughout their 
lives. In addition to commending the players 
and coaches, I also want to recognize the ef-
forts of Mel Barlow, who has been the DTQ 
Little League president for the past 13 years. 
It is thanks to the commitment of parents and 
volunteers like Mel that little leagues across 
our community and the country continue to 
thrive. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the players, coaches, and their families 
on these wonderful achievements. It is my 
pleasure to submit the names of the players 
and coaches of the Junior, Senior, and Big 
League All-Star Teams from the DTQ Little 
League into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

DTQ JUNIOR LEAGUE ALL STAR TEAM 
Team Manager—Tim Jabs; Coaches—Rick 

Gatewood and Perry Peloquin; Daniel 
Hupart, #20; Robbie Stoss, #22; Anthony 
Stehlin, #12; Ethan Semones, #2; Carson 
Arguin, #9; Blake Gatewood, #5; Tommy 
Wells, #14; Tristan Thorgersen, #17; Darien 
Porter, #11; Jack Dumoulin, #18; Bennet 
Peloquin, #25; Connor Pedersen, #29; Jere-
miah Rodriguez, #7. 

DTQ SENIOR LEAGUE ALL STAR TEAM 
Team Manager—Brendon Hanafin; Coach-

es—Bob Morrissey and Brian Blanton; Chris-
tian Colangelo, #9; Fox Semones, #2; Chris 
Redmon, #14; Thomas Thorgersen, #20; David 
Kelsey, #1; Liam Kelly, #11; Michael 
Morrissey, #00; Jared Bhatti, #8; Matthew 
Nickles, #18; Michael Nickles, #29; Patrick 
Hanafin, #12; Braxton Boone, #16; Daniel 
Shookster, #4; Riley O’Buck, #24; Ben 
Marotske, #10. 

DTQ BIG LEAGUE ALL STAR TEAM 
Team Manager—Shawn Boyce; Coaches— 

Ted Bridis and Jim Spellman; Kyle Adams, 
#23; Corbin Attreed, #12; Tyler Bailey, #29; 
Trey Bridis, #3; Tyler Feldman, #15; Sam 
Fuson, #10; Michael Hanafin, #20; Luke Har-
mon, #7; Chris Kennelly, #1; Stephen 
Laitinen, #11; Jake Moore, #34; Danny 
Morrissey, #2; Shawn Nickles, #18; Jacob 
Spellman, #14; Jake Blevins, #24. 

f 

HONORING THE 227TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DRAFTING OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 227th anniversary of the drafting of 
the Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica by the Constitutional Convention. 

It is fitting and proper to accord official rec-
ognition to this magnificent document and this 
memorable anniversary; and to the patriotic 
celebrations commemorating the occasion. 

Within its very body is the framework that 
has allowed our great nation to prosper. The 
Constitution has guided us through both chal-
lenging and prosperous times as a nation, and 
has united us in defining the values of Amer-
ica. 

I urge all citizens to reaffirm the ideals the 
Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by 
vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed 

to us through this guardian of our liberties, re-
membering that lost rights may never be re-
gained. 

f 

HONORING KARL BRITTON ON HIS 
30TH ANNIVERSARY AS A U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STAFF MEMBER 

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Karl Britton who today, September 17, 
2014, celebrates his 30th anniversary as a 
staff member in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. 

As an incoming freshman Member at the 
beginning of the 113th Congress, I, like all 
freshman Members, was faced with the chal-
lenge of setting up offices while also learning 
the workings of Congress and my role as a 
Member. I was extremely fortunate that Karl 
Britton joined my DC office staff, where his 28 
years of experience and knowledge of working 
on the Hill were invaluable assets. 

Karl Britton, a native of West Virginia, began 
working on the Hill on September 17, 1984, as 
a staff member for his Congressman, Harley 
Staggers, Jr., from the West Virginia 2nd Con-
gressional District. Karl would serve on Con-
gressman Staggers’ staff until June of 1990 
when he went to work for Congressman Jerry 
Costello, who was in his first full term rep-
resenting the Illinois 21st District. Karl would 
work for Congressman Costello until the end 
of the 112th Congress when Costello decided 
not to run for re-election. Karl joined my staff 
at the beginning of the 113th Congress. 

Karl has worked for three Members of Con-
gress in his 30 years but has served during 
the terms of five Presidents, starting with Ron-
ald Reagan, and seven Speakers of the 
House, starting with Tip O’Neill. 

To understand the scope of Karl’s popularity 
on the Hill, one only needs to walk with him 
anywhere within the crowded corridors of the 
Capitol complex. You cannot go more than 10 
feet without someone calling out to Karl and 
everyone seems to be his friend. Karl knows 
someone in just about every office. He knows 
how to get things done and who to ask for any 
information. Karl has conducted countless 
tours for constituents and has provided assist-
ance for dignitaries, all with the same profes-
sional courtesy. 

Karl has two children, a son, Andrew, 24, 
and a daughter Aliyah, 14. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Karl Britton on his 30th anniver-
sary of congressional service and wishing him 
all the best for many more years to come. 

f 

FEDERAL RESERVE 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAXINE WATERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 24, a bill that would under-

mine the Federal Reserve’s independence and 
politicize its monetary policy decision making. 

Mr. Speaker, this so called ‘‘Federal Re-
serve Transparency Act’’ has little to do with 
bringing transparency and accountability to the 
Federal Reserve. The truth is—this bill is noth-
ing more than an effort to pressure and dis-
courage the Fed from ever again being able to 
take the extraordinary action it has taken in re-
cent years—action which has lowered unem-
ployment, stabilized prices, and kept our econ-
omy from entering a second Great Depres-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Reserve is already 
subject to extensive transparency, oversight 
and disclosure requirements, including regular 
audits with limited exemptions. 

The fact is, since 1982 the Government Ac-
countability Office has had the authority to 
audit the books of the Federal Reserve Board 
and the Federal Reserve Banks. And in 2009, 
as part of the Dodd-Frank Act, Congress re-
quired GAO to audit the emergency lending 
facilities created in response to the financial 
crisis. This has already been accomplished 
and the results of the audit are posted on the 
Federal Reserve’s website. 

If that wasn’t enough, the Board’s financial 
statements are audited on an annual basis by 
an outside auditor—and the results are pub-
lished in the Board’s Annual Report. 

In addition to audits of its financial state-
ments and emergency lending programs, the 
Federal Reserve provides comprehensive 
communication on monetary policy delibera-
tions—releasing statements, publishing min-
utes and issuing transcripts following the com-
pletion of Federal Open Market Committee 
Meetings. 

Furthermore, since 2011 the Chairman of 
the Federal Reserve has held regular press 
conferences to discuss the outlook for the 
economy and explain the rationale for its Fed-
eral Reserve policy decisions. 

I find it baffling that we are here debating 
whether the Federal Reserve should be more 
open and transparent—even as Janet Yellen 
is scheduled to hold a press conference to 
discuss the outlook for monetary policy tomor-
row afternoon. 

While the Fed’s decisions are—and must 
continue to be—transparent, it is also impera-
tive that monetary policy decision making re-
main insulated from short-term political pres-
sures—in order to promote economic growth 
and keep inflation in check. 

But Mr. Speaker, this legislation would em-
power the GAO to investigate any and all pol-
icy decisions made by members of the Fed-
eral Reserve’s rate setting committee, includ-
ing decisions about when, and how, to unwind 
the Federal Reserve’s ongoing stimulus pro-
gram. 

Doing so would wipe out all of the statutory 
protections that ensure deliberations, deci-
sions, and actions on monetary policy matters 
are shielded from second guessing. 

By empowering the GAO to challenge the 
decisions of Fed policy experts, and make leg-
islative or administrative recommendations to 
the Congress, this measure aims to inject po-
litical pressure into monetary policy deci-
sions—something that would undermine Fed’s 
ability to make the tough—and sometimes un-
popular—decisions that are necessary for the 
good of the economy. 

But this is not the Republican Majority’s first 
politically motivated assault on the Federal 
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Reserve’s independence. We’ve seen this 
time and again. 

Earlier this year Financial Services Com-
mittee Republicans took up and passed the 
‘‘FRAT Act’’, a bill which virtually eliminates 
any discretion the Fed has to set monetary 
policy—by forcing it to make decisions in ac-
cordance with a mathematical formula and by 
requiring GAO to investigate any deviation 
from it—even in the case of changing eco-
nomic conditions. 

Such absurd constraints on the Federal Re-
serve would inevitably increase uncertainty 
surrounding policy decisions, and decrease 
the public’s confidence that the Fed can act 
appropriately in response to new economic re-
alities. 

In closing I would reiterate that it is impor-
tant for the American people to understand 
that these bills are not designed to address 
real problems, or a lack of transparency. Rath-
er, the FRAT Act—and the bill before us 
today—are unnecessary. 

They will cause needless uncertainty and 
undermine the Fed’s ability to conduct mone-
tary policy in an independent manner. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this legisla-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ADULT CARE OF CHES-
TER COUNTY 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Adult Care of Chester County on 
its 30th anniversary of exemplary service in 
providing exceptional adult day services to the 
community. This is a great milestone and a 
considerable accomplishment and I take great 
pleasure in being able to honor the men and 
women of Adult Care of Chester County for 
their dedication and outstanding service. 

For 30 years, the men and women of Adult 
Care of Chester County have dedicated them-
selves to serving dependent adults, having 
provided services to over 2,000 individuals 
and their families during that time. In recogni-
tion of their outstanding efforts, Adult Care of 
Chester County was named 2012 Outstanding 
Adult Day Center by the National Adult Day 
Services Association. For three decades, they 
have admirably pursued their mission to sup-
port and empower families in their caregiving 
experience by providing state-of-the-art care 
from a highly trained and compassionate staff. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of its 30 years of out-
standing service, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in recognizing Adult Care of Chester 
County for its invaluable contributions to the 
quality of life of the citizens of Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF SAMUEL C. LOPEZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-

nize Samuel C. Lopez. Samuel was born in 
Brooklyn, New York and graduated from the 
Bronx Vocational High School. Samuel went 
on to attend New York State School of Indus-
trial & Labor Relations at Cornell University. 
After graduating, Samuel worked as a Jour-
neyman Electrician Craftsman with the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local Union Number 3 for over 30 years. 

Samuel has always been involved with poli-
tics and helping his community. First getting 
involved in electoral campaigns in New York in 
the 1970s, he has remained active in politics 
since moving to Florida in the 1990s. Samuel 
has participated in numerous national, state, 
and local elections. 

Samuel has taken the lead as Founder, 
Chairman, and President of numerous organi-
zations including U.T.B., United Third Bridge, 
Inc. (U.T.B.), the Florida Puerto Rican/His-
panic Chamber of Commerce, Inc. (FPRHCC), 
the Florida Puerto Rican/Hispanic and Minority 
Empowerment Committee, Brevard County’s 
Annual Puerto Rican Day Parade, and the 
Royal Order of Juan Ponce de Leon Historical 
V Centennial Celebration Committee. 

Samuel is currently a member of the 
Brevard County School System’s Minority Ad-
visory Committee, the Eastern Florida State 
College Police Advisory Council, the Brevard 
Community College Minority Partnership, and 
is a past member of the Brevard County His-
torical Commission. 

Samuel partnered with the Equal Oppor-
tunity Commission in bringing 19 successful 
discrimination lawsuits against the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local Union Number 3, which resulted in a hir-
ing practice that promotes hiring minorities. 
Through his work with U.T.B. and the 
FPRHCC, Samuel spearheaded the effort for 
the installation of a Juan Ponce de Leon stat-
ue and sponsorship wall at the Ponce de Leon 
Historical Landing Site at Melbourne Beach. 

I am happy to honor Samuel C. Lopez, dur-
ing Hispanic Heritage Month, for his leader-
ship and contributions to the Central Florida 
community. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,760,739,788,762.62. We’ve 
added $7,133,862,739,849.54 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $7.1 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

URGING A STRONG FUNDING COM-
MITMENT TO THE CHILD CARE 
AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I want to ex-
press my strong support of this welcome bi-
partisan reauthorization of the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Act—an act first 
championed by my friend and mentor Senator 
Chris Dodd. But I also think we need to go fur-
ther as an institution to support families with 
the high costs of this critical care. 

We all know that, given the realities of to-
day’s workforce, quality child care is both a 
necessity in today’s economy, and very ex-
pensive. It is often a family’s biggest expense, 
bigger even than their mortgage. Families liv-
ing in poverty pay almost a third of their in-
come—30 percent—on this care. 

The Child Care and Development block 
grant—CCBDG for short—is the only federal 
support available to offset the high costs of 
child care for low-income families. It helps chil-
dren in working families have access to the 
quality care they need to learn and thrive in 
life later on. 

But if anything, we are moving in the wrong 
direction in terms of covering eligible children. 
In the poorest families in the United States, 
only one in six eligible children receives child 
care assistance. And, at a time when nearly 
one in five working mothers with very young 
children are working low-wage jobs, our com-
mitment to these families has dwindled. 

Since 2006, over 250,000 eligible children 
have lost access to CCDBG-funded child care. 
The monthly average of children receiving this 
aid has fallen to its lowest levels since 1998. 
And because of budget cuts, many states 
have seen waiting lists grow and rates for pro-
viders plummet. That means less quality care. 

I support the new requirements in this reau-
thorization—They include conforming to state 
health and safety standards, unannounced on- 
site monitoring visits, and criminal background 
checks for providers. But these requirements 
will cost money. And according to the states, 
without additional funding, the number of fami-
lies who receive this aid could be cut by as 
much as 20 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, time and again families all 
across this nation have told us that we can 
make a positive difference for them by facili-
tating access to quality child care. 

Countless educational studies have stressed 
the importance of good care at an early age 
for children. And countless economic studies 
have told us that the return on these sorts of 
investments, in our kids and our future, are 
amazing. 

So I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bipartisan reauthorization today. And I 
also urge them to match this vote with a 
strong budgetary commitment to CCDBG, and 
other critical child care investments, in the fu-
ture. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE JAMES 

ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND COM-
PENSATION ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, last week we marked the 13th 
anniversary of the September 11th terrorist at-
tack. It is a day to remember and mourn those 
we lost, to comfort those who suffer still, and 
to honor those who responded on that day 
with courage and determination. 

Whenever we talk about 9/11, we have to 
acknowledge the heroes and heroines of 9/11, 
both those who lost their lives that day and 
those who are still sick and dying from the in-
juries and illnesses related to 9/11. As a Con-
gress, we stood together on the steps of the 
U.S. Capitol and vowed to never forget. 

That vow of never forget comes with an ob-
ligation on the part of Congress to ensure that 
we as a country remember, honor, and care 
for those who risked their lives to save others 
that day and those who were caught in the 
devastation that occurred at Ground Zero, at 
the U.S. Pentagon, and at Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania. 

A major piece of that promise to never for-
get was the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act that became law in 2011. 
This legislation established the World Trade 
Center Health Program to provide medical 
monitoring and treatment for 9/11-related ill-
nesses as well as a national health program to 
serve those who were at the Pentagon, in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and those who 
came from around the country to aid in our 
country’s recovery. It also reopened the Sep-
tember 11th Victim Compensation Fund to 
provide for economic losses and harm in-
curred from the aftermath of the attacks. 

Today, there are more than 60,000 respond-
ers or survivors who got sick from exposure to 
the deadly toxins at 9/11, mixes of fuel, glass, 
asbestos, and all kinds of chemicals that were 
in the air that day. These thousands are now 
receiving treatment and monitoring from the 
Health Program. This also includes over 2,900 
people in the World Trade Center Health Pro-
gram who have been diagnosed with cancer. 

Since 9/11 more than 800 New York Fire 
Department members and more than 550 New 
York Police Department personnel are strug-
gling with serious 9/11-related illnesses. 

We have already lost over 70 firefighters 
and 60 New York Police Department officers 
who have died from their 9/11-related illnesses 
over the past 13 years. These are people who 
got sick while working on rescue and recov-
ery, and they have died because of their expo-
sure. 

These individuals with 9/11-related illnesses 
need continued specialized medical monitoring 
and care. It is unfair to cut them out of med-
ical care and economic compensation simply 
because they did not get sick soon enough. 

As it stands, the Zadroga Act is set to ex-
pire in October 2015, yet the medical and eco-
nomic crises of sick 9/11 responders and suf-
fering survivors will not end in 2 years. They 
will only get worse over time. Research shows 
significantly higher rates of cancer among the 
9/11 population, a disease with a long latency 
period. 

That is why I have introduced, along with 
PETER KING and JERRY NADLER, the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Re-
authorization Act. This legislation would reau-
thorize the programs for 25 years and fulfill 
that promise to never forget. 

We are joined in support by a bipartisan 
group of 37 Members from all over the coun-
try. First responders and volunteers came 
from every corner of America to help and aid 
in the recovery. Others who were present on 
9/11 have since moved to other areas of the 
country. The World Trade Center Health Pro-
gram includes participants from 429 of the 435 
congressional districts. This means that in al-
most every Member’s district, there are con-
stituents who are being monitored or who are 
being treated under the World Trade Center 
Health Program. 

We must continue these Zadroga Act pro-
grams that are vital to the sick and dying, 
those whom we said we will never forget. 

f 

SUPPORTING AFFORDABLE, 
QUALITY, FLEXIBLE CHILD CARE 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of the expan-
sion of resources for the Child Care Develop-
ment Block Grant program. 

As a mother of a 5-year old, I understand 
the need for affordable, quality, and accessible 
child care. The Child Care Development Block 
Grant of 2014 extends the program’s original 
intent of supporting low-income working fami-
lies by ensuring that children are in a setting 
that will keep them safe and encourage 
healthy development. 

This reauthorization is a solid step to help 
families meet the expense of child care as it 
includes ambitious new changes that are im-
portant for a high quality child care system. 
However, the sweeping new requirements 
called for under this Act are not adequately 
funded. As states implement the new require-
ments envisioned in this legislation without ad-
ditional resources, I fear the result will be that 
eligible children and families may lose access 
to child care assistance. 

To successfully implement the much-needed 
improvements included in this legislation, we 
must re-double our efforts to increase manda-
tory and discretionary funding in order to meet 
the new standards set out under this program. 
As the federal government continues to in-
crease expectations for child care providers 
and programs without new funding, I am con-
cerned that already high turnover may be ex-
acerbated and poverty wages for child care 
providers will remain the norm. 

Families in poverty are spending 30% or 
more of their income on child care. Child care 
costs are simply unaffordable for many work-
ers in low-wage jobs. With stagnant wages, 
this leaves many low-income working families 
struggling to find a safe place to care for their 
children. The average annual cost of full-time 
care for one child can be nearly $4,000 to 
over $16,000, especially in areas with high 
costs of living, like Los Angeles County. 

A new National Women’s Law Center anal-
ysis of state and national data shows that 

more than half of mothers who have very 
young children and work in low-wage jobs are 
raising children on their own; half are working 
full time; and over one-third are poor. They 
are disproportionately African-American or His-
panic. 

I urge the Administration, in its implementa-
tion of this Act, to balance the requirements 
placed on states, child care providers, and an 
already under-resourced and stressed child 
care system with a realistic assessment of the 
new resources made available for implementa-
tion. 

Expanding access to affordable quality child 
care is about the safety, economic develop-
ment, and services that working families ev-
erywhere in the U.S. deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA TRANSPORTATION COM-
MISSION ON ITS 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend and congratulate my friends and col-
leagues at the Northern Virginia Transpor-
tation Commission (NVTC) on the occasion of 
the Commission’s 50th anniversary. When it 
was first created, the Commission’s primary 
task was to develop and manage a transpor-
tation system for Northern Virginia, but over 
the years, it has evolved and accomplished so 
much more than that. 

NVTC has become a champion for com-
muters across the region, an advocate for sus-
tainable transit funding, and a leading voice on 
transportation policy throughout the Common-
wealth. One shudders to think what Northern 
Virginia might look like if not for the persistent 
efforts of the Commission to bring local, state, 
and federal leaders together to promote transit 
solutions that have made commuting more 
convenient and removed cars from our roads. 
Just as important, NVTC has become a train-
ing ground for staff and elected leaders, help-
ing to inform policy makers and the public 
about the value of and urgent need for invest-
ing in transit choices. For example, the ranks 
of the Commission’s past chairmen include 
our colleague, Representative JIM MORAN, 
who served on NVTC during his tenure as the 
Mayor of Alexandria, my predecessor, Tom 
Davis, who served as chair during his tenure 
on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 
and, yes, me. I was pleased to serve on the 
Commission throughout my tenure on the Fair-
fax Board of Supervisors. 

Let me take just a few moments to recount 
some of the major milestones that have 
shaped the success of the NVTC and the 
growth of our region. Two major actions in 
1964 laid the groundwork for NVTC to flourish. 
First, Congress and President Lyndon John-
son passed the Urban Mass Transit Act, which 
pumped $375 million over three years into 
public transit projects across the nation. The 
Virginia General Assembly followed by cre-
ating the Northern Virginia Transportation Dis-
trict to plan and construct a transportation net-
work that promoted safety, convenience, and 
economic growth. 

The Commission did not waste time, starting 
work on a rapid transit system that first year. 
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Two years later, the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (or Metro) compact, a 
partnership among the regional jurisdictions, 
was created, and planning began for bus and 
future rail routes. Momentum increased during 
the 1970s. NVTC received a federal grant to 
build the nation’s first transit way, the Shirley 
Highway Bus Project. Metro broke ground with 
Blue, Orange and Yellow Line service to Vir-
ginia starting in the late ’70s. NVTC launched 
a new program known then as Computeride, 
which later became Commuter Connections, 
to help commuters plan their trips to work and 
establish carpools. 

NVTC secured a major victory in the early 
1980s when it worked with the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly to pass a 2 percent regional 
gas tax to support Metro bus and rail service. 
Planning also began for a new commuter rail 
service extending to Prince William and Staf-
ford counties. Transit service continued to ex-
pand during the 1990s with the new Virginia 
Railway Express (VRE). In 1996, NVTC was 
awarded the American Public Transportation 
Association’s Outstanding Government Agen-
cy Award. During the past decade, NVTC has 
been actively planning the next generation 
transportation network to meet the challenges 
of Northern Virginia’s growth and working with 
elected leaders at all levels to provide the 
dedicated funding that will be necessary to de-
liver those improvements. 

It is fitting that NVTC marks its 50th anniver-
sary with one of the largest expansions of the 
Metro system with the opening of the new Sil-
ver Line with service to Tysons and Reston 
earlier this year. There are now 156 million 
transit trips in Northern Virginia. Metro, with 91 
stations across the region, including 25 in Vir-
ginia with six more under construction with 
phase 2 of the Silver Line, serves more than 
750,000 rider trips a day. Metro bus now has 
335 routes and 15,000 bus stops throughout 
the region. VRE, which now operates 30 trains 
from 18 stations, carries 20,000 passengers 
daily. Of course, all of that is supplemented by 
the cities and counties with their own transit 
services. Demonstrating the tremendous reach 
and success of NVTC’s collective efforts, tran-
sit and ridesharing now carry nearly 50 per-
cent of the region’s peak travelers. 

Mr. Speaker, the success of NVTC has 
fueled the success of not only Northern Vir-
ginia, but also the National Capital Region. 
The tradition of collaboration and shared in-
vestment that has characterized NVTC will 
serve our communities for generations to 
come. NVTC’s collaborative success gives wit-
ness to the fact that our politics can work to 
serve our constituents. I was proud to be a 
part of it for 14 years, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in commending the staff and leader-
ship, both past and present, of the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Commission for their 
commitment to providing a world-class trans-
portation system and improving the quality of 
life for those who live and work in the National 
Capital Region. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP-ELECT 
PASTOR WALTER F. HARVEY 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, on October 31– 
November 2, 2014, Parklawn Assembly of 

God Church will celebrate the Installation of 
Pastor Walter F. Harvey to the Episcopal As-
signment of Bishop. Also, during this special 
and historic weekend when Pastor Harvey will 
be installed, Parklawn Assembly of God 
Church will celebrate its 105th Anniversary. 

Bishop-Elect Walter F. Harvey has been the 
Senior Pastor of Parklawn Assembly of God 
Church since 1993. He is the devoted hus-
band of Judy Martin Harvey, the father of 
Nicholas J. Harvey and grandfather of Autumn 
Marie Harvey. Since assuming the role of 
Senior Pastor, he has not only led the worship 
facility in the renovation of the building but 
also instituted a new church constitution and 
bylaws which has brought a spirit of renewal 
to the church and the community. Bishop-Elect 
Harvey is an author, mentor, and life coach. 
He is the President of Walter Harvey Min-
istries, Inc., an international media commu-
nications and consulting firm and can be 
heard daily on the ‘‘Light for the World’’ and 
‘‘Light for Today’’ radio broadcasts. Further, he 
founded the Parklawn Christian Leadership 
Academy in 1998. 

Bishop-Elect Harvey is in great demand as 
a speaker around his community, city, nation-
ally and internationally. He serves the Assem-
blies of God statewide and at the national 
level as a General Presbyter and vice presi-
dent of the National Black Fellowship of the 
Assemblies of God, as an Executive Presbyter 
of the Wisconsin/Northern Michigan Ministry 
Network and as an Ethnic/Language Pres-
byter. He also serves pastors as an overseer 
of the Outpouring Ministry Network Group; a 
group of seven Milwaukee area pastors/min-
istries. Bishop-Elect Harvey serves on the 
boards of various social, economic, edu-
cational and philanthropic organizations. He is 
a man of God who not only serves the mem-
bers of his congregation, but reaches out to 
make community a better place. 

Mister Speaker, this is why I rise to praise 
Bishop-Elect Walter F. Harvey, a man I am 
proud to call a friend. I honor Bishop-Elect 
Walter F. Harvey’s many accomplishments 
and life time commitment to the entire Mil-
waukee Community and 4th Congressional 
District. 

f 

HONORING LIBERTY COMMON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to your attention to Liberty Common 
High School’s (LCHS) outstanding perform-
ance on the ACT college readiness assess-
ment. Liberty Common High School is a rel-
atively new public high school located in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, and its students performed 
exceptionally on this year’s exam. Liberty’s 
achievement not only shows the intellectual 
strength of the Class of 2015, but also dem-
onstrates the overall success of the charter 
school’s educational program. 

The ACT is a college readiness assessment 
that all Colorado high school students are re-
quired to take in their junior year. In both 2012 
and 2013, Liberty Common High School 
achieved the highest composite ACT score in 
the state of Colorado. This year, Liberty Com-

mon High School’s composite score of 28.63 
was not only the highest of all the high 
schools in Colorado, but was also the highest 
in the history of our great state. LCHS also 
now holds the record for every subject cat-
egory on the ACT. These feats are particularly 
impressive given the fact that LCHS only 
opened in 2010 and is such a young school. 
It has obtained the highest ACT score in the 
state in every year that its students have 
taken the test. 

Academic achievement at this level not only 
shows the success of a charter school built on 
parental involvement, but also the strength of 
the curriculum taught at Liberty Common High 
School. The principal of Liberty Common High 
School, former Congressman Bob Schaffer 
said, ‘‘These scores are a reflection of a solid 
classical, college-preparatory curriculum we’ve 
built atop the powerful Core Knowledge cur-
riculum we use in grades K through eight.’’ 
This Core Knowledge curriculum, along with 
the character education in both elementary 
and high school, is structured in a way so that 
students’ knowledge builds upon what they 
learned in the previous year. The foundational 
skills learned in the elementary grades allow 
students to reach a higher level of education 
in high school. 

While in high school, LCHS students are not 
only challenged by their classes and teachers, 
but also by their peers. Members of Liberty 
Common High School’s Class of 2015, who 
have just recently set the ACT composite 
score record for the state of Colorado, at-
tribute their success, in part, to the class 
which preceded them. The Class of 2014 not 
only set the bar high for the class below them, 
but held sessions that helped juniors prepare 
for the ACT early. They challenged the Class 
of 2015 to beat their score while helping them 
to do so. A student community like the one at 
Liberty allows students to invite others to try 
their best while offering help to one another in 
the process. 

This score is outstanding, but what is more 
outstanding is what this score symbolizes—a 
school run by parents, chosen by parents, and 
supported by parents preparing their children 
to achieve in college and in life. Successes 
like these should not go unnoticed, but instead 
should be highlighted as an example for what 
a great public education can achieve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MELBA LUCIANO 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Melba Luciano. Mrs. Luciano earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Health Education from 
Hunter College in New York and a master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership from Nova 
University. 

A dedicated educator, she has over 30 
years of experience in education, through a 
variety of positions including Classroom As-
sistant, Teacher, Elementary Resource Spe-
cialist, Assistant Principal, Principal, and As-
sistant Superintendent for Curriculum and In-
struction. She began her career with the 
Osceola School District in 1986, and was 
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named Superintendent in 2012. Mrs. Luciano 
is the first Latina superintendent in the Florida 
public school system. 

As Superintendent, Mrs. Luciano provides 
leadership for the district and school adminis-
tration, as well as facilitates continuous im-
provement, educational accountability, and 
community support through partnerships with 
stakeholders. She works collaboratively with 
students, parents, faculty and staff, administra-
tors, community residents, and School Board 
Members to annually develop an annual stra-
tegic plan focused on the district’s vision for 
student success. 

In June 2014, the Florida Department of 
Education recognized the Osceola School Dis-
trict as one of only five Florida counties to im-
prove in all seven assessment areas in read-
ing, mathematics, and science. 

Mrs. Luciano has a strong sense of leader-
ship, an unrivaled sense of professionalism, 
and a passion for community involvement and 
collaboration. In March 2013, she was award-
ed the National Association for Bilingual Edu-
cation’s Citizen Award. 

I am happy to recognize Melba Luciano, 
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her pas-
sion for education and commitment to improv-
ing the Central Florida community. 

f 

HONORING JOLIET JUNIOR COL-
LEGE’S TUTORING AND LEARN-
ING CENTER 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the ribbon cutting of Joliet Junior 
College’s Tutoring and Learning Center in Jo-
liet, Illinois. 

Joliet Junior College was the first public 
community college in the nation, and since its 
founding in 1901 it has provided students with 
excellent educational opportunities. This tradi-
tion will continue with the opening of the Tu-
toring and Learning Center. 

The Tutoring and Learning Center will pro-
vide students with free access to tutoring serv-
ices such as drop-in math assistance, presen-
tation training, online tutoring, and writing as-
sistance, all under one roof. These services 
will give Joliet Junior College students the 
skills they need to succeed not only in their 
education, but after graduation as well. 

Again, I would like to congratulate Joliet 
Junior College on the opening of the Tutoring 
and Learning Center and thank the college for 
its hard work on behalf of our students. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE 
NFL’S ACTIONS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I submit 
the following letter regarding domestic vio-
lence and the NFL’s actions: 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2014. 
ROGER GOODELL, 
Commissioner, National Football League, 
New York, NY. 

DEAR COMMISSIONER GOODELL: Today I 
called for the NFL to take immediate action 

in announcing a major effort on fighting na-
tional domestic violence. It would be appro-
priate for the NFL to initiate major funding 
effort to stop domestic violence now. Domes-
tic violence hits every sector of the Nation 
without respect to race, religion, wealth and/ 
or gender. Many Americans have lost their 
lives at the hands of domestic violence. The 
NFL can collaborate with other professional 
sports organizations and produce a major 
gift to provide resources to anti domestic vi-
olence groups, health clinics, law enforce-
ment and faith organizations to stop the cri-
sis of domestic violence. 

As a Senior Member of the House Judiciary 
Committee and the Founder and Co-Chair of 
the Congressional Children’s Caucus who 
helped reauthorize the most recent Violence 
Against Women’s Act (VAWA), I think it’s 
imperative that we deal with this situation 
now. Statistics show that one in every four 
women will experience domestic violence in 
her lifetime. An estimated 1.3 million women 
are victims of physical assault by an inti-
mate partner each year. 85% of domestic vio-
lence victims are women. 

It is imperative that we come together in 
strong support of a national, broad and com-
prehensive strategy to address the causes 
and effects of domestic violence. Weighing 
heavily on our conscience is the fact that an 
estimated 46 million children in our country 
are exposed to violence each year through 
crime, abuse and trauma. The gravity of the 
current situation with Ray Rice and the NFL 
cannot be overstated. 

Domestic violence is the willful intimida-
tion, physical assault, battery, sexual as-
sault, and/or other abusive behavior per-
petrated by an intimate partner against an-
other. It is an epidemic affecting individuals 
in Houston, regardless of age, economic sta-
tus, race, religion, nationality or edu-
cational background. Violence against 
women is often accompanied by emotionally 
abusive and controlling behavior, and thus is 
part of a systematic pattern of dominance 
and control. Domestic violence results in 
physical injury, psychological trauma some-
times death. The consequences of domestic 
violence can cross generations and truly last 
a lifetime. 

Since coming to Congress I have spear-
headed efforts to ensure women have equal 
opportunity and are treated fairly. I have 
fought year after year for adequate funding 
to make shelters and supportive services 
more accessible to victims of family and do-
mestic violence. It is now time for the NFL 
to place some of their resources into these 
shelters and programs that work to alleviate 
domestic violence in our society. The 
scourge of domestic violence cannot be si-
lenced or covered up. It is real and the NFL, 
after all the talk is done, can have a visible, 
constant and long term impact by providing 
this major funding initiative. We must take 
on this challenge with the recognition that 
changing the pervasive culture of domestic 
violence will not happen overnight. While we 
can act now and pass legislation to amelio-
rate some of causes of the domestic violence 
epidemic, this problem is larger than our 
laws. That is why we must make an enduring 
commitment to our families and children 
suffering from domestic violence. 

To respond or ask any questions about this 
letter, please contact my Chief of Staff 
Glenn Rushing at 202–225–3816. A prompt re-
sponse to this letter would be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, 

Member of Congress. 

IN RECOGNITION OF NAROPA 
UNIVERSITY’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Boulder, Colorado’s own 
Naropa University, in celebration of its 40th 
anniversary. Naropa University is this nation’s 
leader in contemplative education and is ac-
credited by the Higher Learning Commission. 

40 years ago, a Tibetan-born Buddhist lead-
er named Chögyam Trungpa Rinpoche, who 
as a young man led hundreds of Tibetans on 
foot from a besieged homeland, assembled a 
collection of students and guest faculty for the 
first summer session in Boulder at what is now 
called Naropa University. Trungpa’s vision was 
to create a university that would combine con-
templative studies with traditional Western 
scholastic and artistic disciplines. 

The first classes at Naropa University (then 
called the Naropa Institute) were held in a 
summer session in a vacated bus garage, now 
the site of the Alfalfa’s supermarket. The orga-
nizers expected around three hundred people 
to show up. Instead, more than 1,300 students 
flocked to Boulder, and in the process, trans-
formed Boulder into an energetic center of 
learning, culture, and the performing arts. 

As the leader in contemplative education, an 
approach to learning and teaching that inte-
grates Eastern wisdom studies with traditional 
Western scholarship, Naropa has always been 
a magnet for great minds, intellectual curiosity, 
and those who search for greater meaning. In-
deed, Naropa is renowned for its ability to at-
tract spiritual leaders, such as His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, political and business leaders, 
and global thought leaders. And through 
Naropa’s vaunted Summer Writing Program, 
generations of writers, performers, and activ-
ists have come of age and worked side-by- 
side with some of our nation’s greatest poets, 
authors, and performers. 

Naropa is now firmly embedded in the cul-
tural, academic, and economic fabric of Boul-
der. Each year, 1000 undergraduate and grad-
uate students seek degrees that will enable 
them to transform the world around them. Pro-
grams in counseling psychology, performing 
arts, art therapy, writing and poetics, early 
childhood and K–12 education, environmental 
leadership, peace studies, religious studies 
and pastoral counseling and traditional eastern 
arts are training a new generation of leaders. 
Thousands of Naropa alumni are changing the 
world for the better through work in nonprofits, 
small business and social enterprise start-ups, 
therapy, counseling, teaching and writing. 
They studied with a distinguished faculty who 
are nationally and internationally recognized 
for their scholarship and contemplative teach-
ing techniques. And finally, Naropa was re-
cently named both a ‘‘College of Distinction’’ 
and one of the ‘‘8 Greenest Colleges’’ in the 
United States. 

Naropa University is truly a Colorado treas-
ure. I’m so proud to join my fellow Boulderites, 
as well as the thousands of Naropa alumni 
around the world, in congratulating Naropa 
University on its 40th Anniversary. 
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RECOGNIZING WALTER FURNACE 

ON RECEIVING NAFCU’S PAUL 
REVERE AWARD 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Walter R. Furnace on receiving 
the National Association of Federal Credit 
Union’s Paul Revere Award. Walter received 
this award because he excels at promoting the 
credit union industry’s most pressing con-
cerns. In his work with the American Airlines 
Federal Credit Union (AAFCU), Walter has 
demonstrated great passion for supporting 
credit unions and their mission to provide 
members an opportunity to have a hand in the 
services they use for the financial wellbeing of 
their families. Walter’s relationship building 
and strong work ethic over the years con-
tinues to prove successful. He works to build 
relationships not only with Members of Con-
gress from his home state, but where AAFCU 
has fields of membership as well. His strong 
grasp of issues affecting credit unions and 
their members allows him to be an effective 
member of NAFCU’s operations. I’ve had the 
pleasure of working with Walter for many 
years. 

Walter uses his experience in public service 
as a former State Representative of Alaska to 
benefit those whom he serves by effectively 
advancing the priorities of credit unions in the 
public sphere. His past public service cata-
lyzed his success in his current role, caring 
and doing what he can for his members. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Walter Furnace as a recipient of the National 
Association of Federal Credit Union’s Paul Re-
vere Award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MARS CHOCO-
LATE IN ALBANY, GEORGIA 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my great honor to extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations to the associates and leadership 
of the Mars Chocolate manufacturing facility in 
Albany, Georgia as they celebrate 50 years of 
operation. The Mars Chocolate plant will com-
memorate this milestone with a celebration to 
be held on Friday, October 10, 2014. 

Family owned since 1911, Mars, Incor-
porated has 44 manufacturing facilities in the 
United States and employs more than 26,500 
associates. It has diverse consumer busi-
nesses in chocolate, gum and confections, 
food, drinks and pet care. Mars strives to cre-
ate a mutuality of benefits among all stake-
holders through its Five Principles: Quality, Ef-
ficiency, Responsibility, Mutuality and Free-
dom. 

The Mars plant in Albany opened in 1964 as 
‘‘Peanut Masters’’ and operated primarily as a 
peanut roasting facility. This plant has a long 
history and a strong connection to the Georgia 

peanut industry and today roasts all the pea-
nuts for Snickers®, Snickers® Ice Cream, 
Snickers® Peanut Butter Squared, M&M’s® 
Peanut Butter, and Twix® PB Bars in the 
United States. The plant employs 172 of my 
constituents and now manufactures Combos® 
and Marathon® bars, in addition to the roast-
ing operation. 

For the past 50 years, Mars has had a tre-
mendous impact on the Albany, Georgia com-
munity. Not only does it offer economic bene-
fits by providing jobs, the company also en-
courages its associates to give back to the 
community through various community en-
gagement programs. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I ask that my col-
leagues join me and the more than 700,000 
residents of Georgia’s Second Congressional 
District in congratulating the Mars Chocolate 
manufacturing facility in Albany, Georgia for 
50 years of operation. I am so glad to have 
this iconic American company in my District 
and I look forward to 50 more years of contin-
ued success in Southwest Georgia. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID STARR AND 
HIS DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN 
JOURNALISM 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great per-
sonal satisfaction that I pay tribute to a re-
markable individual who has spent more than 
70 years working in the only profession that 
ever mattered to him: journalism. David Starr 
knew he wanted to be in the newspaper busi-
ness when he was in the fifth grade, and since 
then, he has gone on to have a long and dis-
tinguished career with the Newhouse publica-
tions. He has been a reporter, an editor, a 
publisher and a president; performing each 
task with enthusiasm and great skill. To me, 
he is the quintessential newspaperman, bring-
ing passion, integrity and devotion to his be-
loved craft. More importantly, I am proud to 
call him my friend. 

As much as David Starr enjoys his day job, 
he has another keen interest, and that is mak-
ing western Massachusetts a better place to 
live, work and raise a family. Since I first met 
him in 1977, few people have done more to 
improve the quality of life in the Pioneer Val-
ley. Under his leadership, downtown Spring-
field experienced an unprecedented rebirth. 
He encouraged the public and private sectors 
to work together to bring economic develop-
ment and jobs to the region. The Monarch 
Building, the Sheraton Hotel, the Bank of Bos-
ton Building and a new state-of-the-art high 
speed color press are all living proof of his 
tireless efforts. He had a vision for our com-
munity and it was realized. But knowing David 
Starr, I am certain that he believes his work is 
far from complete. 

It should not come as a surprise that he 
used to read 13 New York newspapers every 
day in his youth. A born journalist with a curi-
ous mind, David got his start with the Long Is-
land Press in 1940. That is where his lifelong 
partnership with the Newhouse family began. 
They recognized his talents and he quickly 
rose through the ranks. Following his service 
in the Army, he returned to the paper where 

he would eventually become its senior editor. 
His hard work was rewarded once again when 
the Newhouse family sent him to Massachu-
setts to run the Springfield Republican. He has 
been in his corner office at 1860 Main Street 
ever since. 

Besides his fondness for the newspaper 
business, the other constant in David’s life has 
been his wife Peggy. For more than a half 
century they have been a formidable team. 
Their philanthropic efforts and willingness to 
give back to our community is legendary. If 
you have heard the Springfield Symphony Or-
chestra, visited our extraordinary museums, 
listed to public radio or watched WGBY, you 
can thank David and Peggy Starr. They have 
continually invested in our cultural institutions 
and helped make a difference in the place we 
call home. 

As his friends and colleagues gather to-
gether in Springfield this week, I want to join 
them in thanking David for many years of 
friendship. For eight decades, you have been 
a fixture in the newsrooms of America. You 
have encouraged your writers and informed 
your readers. Both you and Peggy have gen-
erously given your time and resources for the 
betterment of others. And the lasting contribu-
tions you have made to our community will 
never be forgotten. On behalf of the United 
States of House of Representatives, let me 
congratulate you on a job well done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2014 BEST OF BRADDOCK AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2014 Best of Brad-
dock Awards, presented by the Braddock Dis-
trict Council of Community Associations. 
These awards are given annually to deserving 
individuals, organizations, and companies in 
the Braddock Magisterial District of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, who have demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment to the community. 

The goal of the Braddock District Council is 
to promote the civic, community, and general 
welfare of the citizens of the Braddock District. 
The Council represents the interests of com-
munity associations, facilitates cooperation 
and coordination between associations, and 
provides a path of communications between 
associations and officials or elected represent-
atives of the Braddock District. 

I am pleased to join the Braddock District 
Council of Community Associations in recog-
nizing the following Recipients of the 2014 
Best of Braddock Awards: 

Citizen of the Year—Norma Heck, founding 
member and immediate past president of the 
North Springfield Civic Association, for nearly 
40 years of extensive involvement in the com-
munity. Norma is well known for her dedicated 
service and although she has reached an age 
at which most people decide to slow down a 
bit, she plans to become even more active on 
the NSCA board and in Braddock District 
Council programs. 

Young Person of the Year—Elizabeth 
Banks, who is a student at Robinson Sec-
ondary School, for her many efforts on behalf 
of others including working with children, vol-
unteering for Second Chance Employment 
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Services, which assists victims of domestic vi-
olence, assisting in the renovation of an or-
phanage in the Dominican Republic, and orga-
nizing a Special Olympics basketball game at 
Robinson. As a volunteer at the medical neu-
rology lab at Georgetown University, she par-
ticipated in efforts to create a protein that 
could be used by others to test its role in Par-
kinson’s disease. She will no doubt continue 
to remain involved and engaged in her com-
munity at the University of Virginia next year. 

Most ‘‘Can-Do’’ Public Employee—Julie 
Tahan, Lake Accotink Park Supervisor, for her 
management that has allowed Lake Accotink 
to be one of the most outstanding parks in 
Fairfax County, and for her outstanding lead-
ership capabilities demonstrated through her 
coordination of the efforts to recover from trop-
ical storms and organization of the annual 
Cardboard Boat Regatta. 

Neighborhood Enhancement or Beautifi-
cation by a Homeowner—Paula and David 
McKinley, for their beautiful and extensive 
rose garden that has included more than 75 
varieties of roses. Their spectacular garden 
has enhanced the aesthetics of the neighbor-
hood since the early 1990s. 

Neighborhood Enhancement or Beautifi-
cation by a Community—Greg Sykes of Kings 
Park West for his commitment to the environ-
ment through teaching volunteers about the 
impacts of non-native invasive species, re-
planting native vegetation, giving nature walks 
around Royals Lake, and contributing to the 
Kings Park West Herald, other publications, 
and his website. 

Organizations Making a Difference in the 
Community—The David R. Pinn Center for 
creating a welcoming environment and dy-
namic programs for all members of the com-
munity, including senior citizens and students. 
Sarah Tinsley is receiving special recognition 
for her work with teens and the establishment 
of the ‘‘Stand Up, Step Up, Speak Up (S3UP) 
program which focuses on leadership training, 
citizenship and job-readiness, and is the only 
community center based S3UP program in the 
county. 

Special Recognition—Rohil Bhinge, student 
at Mosby Woods Elementary School, for lead-
ing efforts to complete a fully accessible play-
ground in the Braddock District. Rohil orga-
nized fun runs in 2012, 2013, and 2014 to 
raise funds and community support for a re-
gional facility where children of all abilities can 
play. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating these outstanding residents 
and organizations and also in thanking them 
for their service to our community. Their ef-
forts and leadership have been a great benefit 
to the Braddock District and the rest of North-
ern Virginia and truly merit our highest praise. 

f 

COMMENDING THE 2014 FIESTA 
HISPANA 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Centro Hispano of Dane County 
as it hosts Fiesta Hispana, an annual celebra-
tion of the Latino community in Madison, Wis-
consin. 

The festival is an important community 
event that showcases Latino heritage and cul-
ture. Fiesta Hispana offers traditional cuisine 
and features wonderful dance and music per-
formances as well as fun activities for all fam-
ily members to enjoy. 

The impact of Centro Hispano is felt every 
day throughout the community, not just 
through today’s event. The center engages 
with the community and connects residents 
with vital education, career and general sup-
port resources. 

I commend the mission and tireless work of 
Centro Hispano of Dane County to serve and 
empower local Latino youth and families. 

It is an honor to celebrate Fiesta Hispana 
2014 as we come together to celebrate the di-
verse Latino cultures that enrich our commu-
nity and make it stronger. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MARIBEL GOMEZ- 
CORDERO 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Maribel Gomez-Cordero. Maribel was 
born and raised in Puerto Rico. She has been 
living in Orlando, Florida for the past eighteen 
years. She and her husband, Henry Cordero, 
have been married for 27 years and have 
three children, Marian, Henry, and Erik. 
Maribel is also an active member and leader 
of The Potter’s House Assembly of God 
Church. 

Maribel earned a Master’s Degree in Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling specializing in Mar-
riage and Family, from Webster University. 
Throughout her career as a Social Worker, 
she has worked for Children’s Home Society 
of Florida, and as a Clinical Therapist for Life 
& Work Soulutions counseling clinic. Maribel 
has always dedicated herself to work for those 
who experience crisis, and provides support to 
individuals, families and groups within her 
community. In 2002, the Educational Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Child Welfare 
honored her with the ‘‘A Person That Makes A 
Difference’’ Award from the Florida Coalition 
for Children of Central Florida. 

Maribel is also the Vice President for WE 
Hispanic Women Chamber of Commerce and 
a Volunteer and Advisor for the Victim of Do-
mestic Violence Program at Nuevo Sendero. 
Besides her career in social work, Maribel 
managed her husband and brother-in-law’s 
photography, videos, and public relations com-
pany. She was also the editor of the news-
paper OJO which dealt with news in the pho-
tography and art industry. Maribel currently 
manages her own private practice in which 
she is also a psychotherapist. 

Maribel was a candidate for Orange County 
Commissioner for District 4 in the Primary 
Elections on August 26, 2014. She continues 
to follow her passion for working with families 
in the community. 

I am happy to recognize Maribel Gomez- 
Cordero, during Hispanic Heritage Month, for 
her commitment to working with Central Flor-
ida’s families. 

WASHINGTON ‘‘REDSKINS’’ DE-
BATE: YOU CAN USE CAPS, 
CHANGE WILL PREVAIL 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, in an 
ignorant display of defiance, NFL owner Dan 
Snyder vowed to continue his racist use of the 
offensive term ‘‘redskins’’ for his Washington 
team when he stated, ‘‘We’ll never change the 
name. NEVER—you can use caps.’’ 

For historical purposes and in response to 
Mr. Snyder’s unceasing, racist rants which dis-
respect Native Americans across this land 
who oppose the use of this derogatory term, 
I rise today to share with my colleagues and 
submit an editorial I recently co-authored with 
Suzan Harjo, a noted Native American rights 
advocate, entitled ‘‘Change Will Prevail’’. 

[From The Hill, Sept. 9, 2014] 
CHANGE WILL PREVAIL 

(By Eni F.H. Faleomavaega and Suzan 
Shown Harjo) 

In 1933 George Preston Marshall renamed 
his team the Washington Redskins, pre-
viously known as the Washington Braves, to 
avoid confusion with the Boston Braves. He 
did not seek federal trademark protection 
for the name until 1967, when students were 
trying to rid Oklahoma, Dartmouth, Stan-
ford and other schools of their race-based 
stereotypes and were using the example of 
the Washington team name as the worst in 
the country. The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) wrongly granted 
him and later owners six trademark licenses 
for this racial slur. 

Some suggest this action was in violation 
of the Trademark Act of 1946, or the Lanham 
Act, which directs the USPTO to refuse to 
register trademarks that ‘‘may disparage 
. . . persons, living or dead, institutions, be-
liefs, or national symbols, or bring them into 
contempt, or disrepute.’’ In 1999 and again 
this year, the USPTO’s trademark judges 
canceled the existing federal trademarks, 
pending appeal, and its examining attorneys 
have denied a dozen requests for new trade-
marks. 

While pundits on both sides of the argu-
ment dispute its origins, the term ‘‘red-
skins’’ is reminiscent of colonial times when, 
by governmental decree, Native Americans 
were hunted, killed, and scalped for bounty. 
The struggle to rid the sports world of this 
disgusting term is about that heinous his-
tory of commodifying native skins. 

In June of this year, the USPTO responded 
favorably to a petition filed by five young 
Native Americans, holding that the offend-
ing trademarks, owned by Pro-Football, Inc, 
(the entity that owns and operates the Wash-
ington franchise) were ‘‘disparaging to Na-
tive Americans at the respective times they 
were registered.’’ We applaud the USPTO’s 
cancellation of the six federal trademark 
registrations that use this disparaging term. 

Foreseeing that current owner Dan Snyder 
would appeal the USPTO decision just like 
he did in 1999, historic legislation was intro-
duced in the House of Representatives that 
would permanently clarify the Lanham Act 
to ensure that the derogatory term will 
never receive federal trademark protection 
again. H.R. 1278, the Non-Disparagement of 
Native American Persons or Peoples in 
Trademark Registration Act of 2013, now has 
more than 20 co-sponsors. 

As early as May 13, 2013, 10 members of the 
House also sent a joint letter to Snyder and 
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NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell expressing 
the necessity for H.R. 1278 and urging a name 
change for the Washington franchise. Mem-
bers of the Senate later solidified support by 
sending a similar letter to the NFL on May 
24, 2014. 

The clarion call by Native American tribal 
leaders and organizations to end the shame-
ful legacy of this despicable term can no 
longer be ignored. Members of the House and 
Senate have spoken. President Obama thinks 
the name should be changed. So does U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder. U.S. District 
Judge Peter J. Messitte held: ‘‘the Court will 
refrain from using the team name unless ref-
erence is made to a direct quote where the 
name appears.’’ Bob Costas, Christine Bren-
nan and other notable journalists, athletes 
and political figures have joined the effort to 
rid the NFL of this denigrating word. The 
Washington Post will no longer use the of-
fensive word in its editorials. The New York 
Daily News refuses to acknowledge the word 
in its publications. Even an entire network— 
CBS—has decided not to dictate the use of 
this term on the air, allowing its announcers 
to stop using the term during NFL broad-
casts this season. 

You can use caps. Change will prevail. 
Until it does, we call upon the NFL to stop 
perpetuating racism against Native Ameri-
cans. 

f 

RE-DESIGNATING THE MARTIN LU-
THER KING, JR. NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC SITE INTO A NATIONAL 
HISTORIC PARK 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ap-
plaud the National Park Service’s continuous 
effort to protect the legacy of my dear friend 
and brother, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In par-
ticular, the NPS’s current effort to re-designate 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic 
Site into a National Historic Park is of great 
significance. 

Dr. King helped lead a nonviolent revolution, 
a revolution of values, a revolution of ideas. 
He inspired an entire generation to find a way 
to get in the way, to find a way to get in trou-
ble—good trouble, necessary trouble. Through 
his actions, speeches, and writings, he helped 
create the climate for the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. 

Re-categorizing this site as a park better re-
flects the truly monumental spirit of the area 
and its complexity. The area not only includes 
Dr. King’s gravesite and birth home, which the 
National Park Service preserves, maintains 
and educates visitors about via tours, but it 
also stretches to contain the Historic Ebenezer 
Baptist Church where Dr. King, his father and 
his grandfather served as pastors. It also in-
cludes the entire block where Dr. King’s birth 
home is located and contains the first inte-
grated and longest active fire station in At-
lanta, which Dr. King frequently visited as a 
boy. The block also consists of more than 20 
historic properties, including Victorian homes, 
apartments and shotgun houses that were all 
restored to their 1930 appearances. 

Last year, over 700,000 people traveled 
worldwide to visit the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historic Site. Re-designating it as a 
National Historic Park would better reflect the 

complexity of the area and would have mini-
mal associated costs, only changing signage 
and printed materials. I applaud the National 
Park Service for making this a priority, and I 
ask my colleagues to support this legislation to 
preserve Dr King’s life and legacy. 

f 

HONORING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CRAIG BROOK NA-
TIONAL FISH HATCHERY 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery 
as it celebrates its 125th anniversary. 

Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery, in East 
Orland, Maine, is one of two Maine facilities in 
the National Fish Hatchery System of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. I am pleased to cel-
ebrate the great contributions the hatchery has 
made to preserving and restoring Atlantic 
salmon populations in the Northeast. 

Craig Brook was established in 1889 to 
raise Atlantic salmon for stocking Maine 
waters. Today, the hatchery supports two At-
lantic salmon programs. The facility receives 
adult salmon from the Penobscot River for 
breeding purposes and produces up to three 
million eggs per year, transferring about one 
million to Green Lake National Fish Hatchery 
in Ellsworth, while the rest are raised at Craig 
Brook and released as fry. Craig Brook also 
rears salmon caught from six Maine rivers with 
endangered populations and releases spawn 
back into these same rivers. 

Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery, like all 
of our nation’s fish hatcheries, does indispen-
sable work in the preservation and restoration 
of endangered aquatic species. This is why I 
have been proud to support legislation to en-
sure that our nation’s fish hatcheries continue 
to serve the public for years to come. 

Craig Brook’s important scientific work to 
preserve our region’s fish embodies the envi-
ronmentally conscious spirit of Maine. I am de-
lighted to recognize the accomplishments of 
Craig Brook and its dedicated team and look 
forward to their continued success well into 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery on 
125 years of exceptional research and con-
servation work. 

f 

HONORING A.B.A.T.E’S 34TH 
ANNUAL MOTORCYCLE TOY RUN 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Pennsylvania chapter 
of the Alliance of Bikers Aimed Toward Edu-
cation (A.B.A.T.E) 34th Annual Motorcycle Toy 
Run. 

The Toy Run was formed by A.B.A.T.E in 
1980 with a simple goal: to bring Christmas 
joy and smiles to the faces of underprivileged 
children throughout the Greater Philadelphia 
region, many of whom live in Pennsylvania’s 

1st Congressional district. The run began with 
30 motorcyclists in its first year. Since then, it 
has grown tremendously, with an expected 
10,000 motorcyclists expected to participate in 
this year’s ride. The Toy Run is open to mo-
torcyclists and spectators alike, all in support 
for the cause. 

The motorcyclists will depart from the Dela-
ware River waterfront and head west through 
the city led by Santa Claus and Justice 
Seamus McCaffery, a Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. At the finish line, the 
procession will deliver toys to the United 
States Marine Corps for their ‘‘Toys for Tots’’ 
program. 

I invite you and all of my colleagues to join 
me in commemorating the 34th Annual Motor-
cycle Toy Run of the Pennsylvania chapter of 
A.B.A.T.E. May its philanthropy and dedication 
to bringing joy to the underprivileged children 
of the Philadelphia region be an inspiration to 
all of us in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF INSIGHT MEMORY 
CARE CENTER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Insight Memory Care Center (IMCC) 
of Fairfax, Virginia, on the occasion of its 30th 
Anniversary and to recognize the extraordinary 
work this non-profit organization has done to 
provide services to people with memory re-
lated impairments as well as education and 
support to their families. 

Formerly known as Alzheimer’s Family Day 
Center, IMCC was established in 1984 to ben-
efit people who were not being served by ex-
isting community services—specifically people 
in the middle to late stages of dementia or 
those with behavior challenges. The organiza-
tion recently changed its name to better reflect 
the variety of services offered since it does far 
more than serve as a center for people af-
flicted by Alzheimer’s disease. 

What began as an adult day health center 
with just three participants on its opening day 
will soon move to a new location where it can 
serve 50 people per day. Moreover, IMCC has 
become a comprehensive health and resource 
provider that offers a spectrum of holistic care, 
with a vision of a community where those af-
fected by memory impairments can achieve 
the highest quality of life and their families and 
caregivers can receive counseling, education, 
and support. 

IMCC’s adult day health center provides a 
safe, engaging, and therapeutic environment 
for individuals with memory impairment. It is 
the only dementia-specific day center in the 
D.C. metro area and remains the only adult 
day health center in Northern Virginia with pro-
grams for people in the later stages of an Alz-
heimer’s disease. IMCC’s innovative education 
and support programs provide caregiver class-
es, community trainings, professional semi-
nars, support groups, individual consultations, 
and home visits. These programs help family 
members remain confident and effective in 
their caregiving roles and increases aware-
ness and understanding of the disease in the 
community. 
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These efforts have garnered well-deserved 

recognition. Among other accolades, IMCC 
has been named one of the ‘‘Best Small Char-
ities in the Washington Region’’ by the Cata-
logue for Philanthropy three times and was 
honored to be recognized as Adult Day Center 
of the Year from the National Adult Day Serv-
ices Association in 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating IMCC for 30 years of suc-
cess and in thanking its staff, volunteers, and 
supporters for their service to our community. 

f 

SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OF-
FICE’S NATIONAL TRADEMARK 
EXPO 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support of the United States Pat-
ent and Trademark Office’s (USPTO) National 
Trademark Expo, an important educational 
event that advances the USPTO’s mission to 
deliver intellectual property information and 
education to the public. In a time of ongoing 
challenges for the American and global econ-
omy, I want to join the USPTO in its efforts to 
recognize the vital role that trademarks play in 
the economy. 

The USPTO disseminates trademark infor-
mation at the Expo to educate the public 
about the important role that trademarks play 
in our society and the global marketplace. This 
year’s two-day event will be held on Friday, 
October 17th, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
and Saturday, October 18th, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., at the USPTO headquarters in Alex-
andria, Virginia. Attendees learn about trade-
marks from exhibitors, displays, seminars, chil-
dren’s workshops and activities. Seminars 
cover topics such as intellectual property for 
business, the trademark registration process, 
and the importance of buying authentic goods. 

A broad cross-section of America’s large 
corporations, small businesses, governmental 
agencies, and non-profit organizations will 
highlight valuable information about trade-
marks, from the various types of trademarks 
available to their benefits. Exhibitors at the 
National Trademark Expo will include: 5-hour 
ENERGY; 1000 Cranes, LLC; American Bar 
Association; American Girl, LLC; American In-
tellectual Property Law Association; BERG 
USA; Canon U.S.A., Inc.; Caterpillar Inc.; City 
of Falls Church (Virginia) Economic Develop-
ment Authority; Girl Scouts of the USA; Her-
shey Chocolate & Confectionery Corporation 
(the Hershey Company); Hooray for Books!; 
Idaho Potato Commission; Indian Arts and 
Crafts Board, U.S. Department of the Interior; 
International AntiCounterfeiting Coalition 
(IACC); International Trademark Association— 
Unreal Campaign; Looshes Labs LLC; Micro-
soft; NASA Goddard Space Flight Center’s In-
novative Technology Partnerships Office; Na-
tional Intellectual Property Rights Coordination 
Center (IPR Center); NumbersAlive!; Rita’s 
Ice, Custard, Happiness; Smithsonian Institu-
tion; Sweet Frog Premium Frozen Yogurt; The 
LEGO Group; The National Institute on Deaf-
ness and Other Communications Disorders; 
The Pepsom Group, Inc.; The United States 

Foundation for Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology (FIRST); The Univer-
sity of Notre Dame du Lac; Uber Tech-
nologies; United Parcel Service Inc.; United 
States Air Force; U.S. Chamber of Commerce; 
Valvoline; Volcom, Inc.; YMCA of Metropolitan 
Washington; and Zoomph. Anson Williams, 
who starred in the television show Happy 
Days and now is an entrepreneur and director, 
will speak about the importance of trademarks 
to business at the opening ceremony. 

On average, people encounter 1,500 trade-
marks each day. In a time of globalization, 
counterfeit goods pose an increasing threat to 
American businesses and jobs, and trade-
marks assist the public in discerning between 
authentic and counterfeit merchandise Coun-
terfeit goods cost the United States billions of 
dollars and countless jobs annually, as well as 
undermine consumer confidence in brand in-
tegrity when purchasers encounter knock-off 
goods of inferior quality. 

The first National Trademark Expo took 
place over 25 years ago in Washington, DC. 
Since then, the Expo has educated thousands 
of people on the importance of trademarks. I 
applaud the USPTO for its continued efforts to 
educate the public on the important role of 
trademarks and the benefits of federal reg-
istration through the Expo. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the USPTO, 
at this time when trademark protection and in-
tellectual property rights play an increasingly 
important role in our global economy. And, I 
encourage the public and my fellow Members 
of Congress and staff to bring their family and 
friends to this free, family-friendly event. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF M. L. HARRIS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH’S 
142ND ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor to extend my sincere congratula-
tions to the congregation and leadership of M. 
L. Harris United Methodist Church in Colum-
bus, Georgia, as the church observes its 
142nd anniversary. The members of this par-
ish will come together in a day of worship and 
celebration of this occasion on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26, 2014. 

The origins of M. L. Harris can be traced 
back to 1872, when a group of like-minded in-
dividuals met regularly under grape arbors and 
anywhere else they could to praise and wor-
ship the Lord. These individuals met for an en-
tire decade before being granted a plot of land 
which they could call their own by the Georgia 
General Assembly. The church was built at 
640 6th Avenue in Columbus, Georgia and 
was named ‘‘Simpson Chapel Methodist Epis-
copal Church’’ after Bishop Matthew Simpson, 
a prominent bishop of the time. 

The Simpson Chapel continued to operate 
for nearly a century, until the congregation’s 
leaders decided it was time to make a change 
if the Church was going to continue to grow 
and prosper. Through the faith, effort and 
charitable donations of many dedicated souls, 
a new church building was erected within 
three years at Bedford St. and Old Cusseta 
Road in Columbus. The church was renamed 

to ‘‘M. L. Harris Methodist Church,’’ in honor of 
the wonderfully generous contributions made 
by Bishop Marquis L. Harris over the course of 
the church’s construction. 

At the time M. L. Harris was built, African- 
American congregations were not recognized 
as part of the general conference, and thus 
were grouped together in the Central Jurisdic-
tion. M. L. Harris remained in the separate 
conference until 1967, at the culmination of 
the Civil Rights Movement, when the Evan-
gelical United Brethren and the Methodist 
Church merged into the United Methodist 
Church. One of the terms of the merger or-
dered the end of segregation within the de-
nomination, and M. L. Harris subsequently be-
came M. L. Harris United Methodist Church. 

M. L. Harris would see many great pastors 
over the years, but perhaps the most notable 
was Reverend William B. Howell, whose 
strong leadership enabled tremendous growth 
within the congregation, reaching a record 373 
members. During his tenure, many changes 
were made to the church, including structural 
renovations and the implementation of youth 
programs. Today, the church continues to 
grow under the spiritual guidance of Reverend 
Walter C. Lundy, Sr. 

The story of M. L. Harris United Methodist 
Church, which began as a small group of peo-
ple worshipping in the shade of a grape arbor 
142 years ago and has grown into a modest, 
yet successful congregation, stands out as an 
exemplary display of the dedication and perse-
verance of a faithful and united group of peo-
ple who put all their love and trust in the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to M. L. Harris United 
Methodist Church in Columbus, Georgia for 
their long history of coming together through 
the good and difficult times to praise and wor-
ship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The 
congregation may be small in number, but it is 
great in spirit and truly lives up to the church’s 
motto that declares M. L. Harris as ‘‘The 
Church Where Everybody is Somebody and 
God is ALL.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP 
OF SENATOR EDUARDO BHATIA 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Eduardo Bhatia. Mr. Bhatia is a Puerto 
Rican politician and Senator. 

Bhatia obtained his Bachelor’s degree in 
Government and Public Policy from the Wood-
row Wilson School of Public and International 
Affairs in 1986. In May 1986, Bhatia was 
awarded a Fulbright scholarship to study law, 
economics and politics in Santiago, Chile for 
one year. He graduated from Stanford Law 
School in June 1990 where he founded and 
edited the ‘‘Stanford Journal of Law and Pol-
icy’’, an academic publication with an empha-
sis on the development of new laws and pub-
lic policy. He is admitted to practice law in 
Florida, Washington D.C. and The Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. 

After graduating, Bhatia worked for a year 
as a Judicial Officer for Judge Levin H. Camp-
bell, at the United States Court of Appeals for 
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the First Circuit in Boston, Massachusetts. 
From 1991 to 1992, he was the Chief of Staff 
for the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, 
Jaime Fuster, in Washington, D.C. Bhatia is 
also the former Executive Director of the Puer-
to Rico Federal Affairs Administration in 
Washington D.C. As the Executive Director, 
he officially represented the Governor of Puer-
to Rico on important issues affecting the Com-
monwealth. 

Bhatia was elected as an official Senate 
candidate in the Popular Democratic Party 
(Partido Popular Democrático or PPD) primary 
on March 9, 2008. At the 2008 general elec-
tions, Bhatia won one of only five Senate 
seats obtained by his party. 

At the 2012 primaries, Bhatia won the most 
votes, securing his spot for the general elec-
tions. He then won the most votes of all the 
PPD candidates to the Senate. After the win, 
Bhatia was elected by his colleagues as the 
fifteenth President of the Senate of Puerto 
Rico. 

In 2013, Bhatia served as Co-Chair of the 
Eastern Regional Conference of the Council of 
State Governments (CSG–ERC). Later that 
year, he was elected as President of the Na-
tional Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators 
(NHCSL), becoming the first Senate President 
to hold the title. Bhatia is also a board mem-
ber of several organizations, including the 
Council of State Governments (CSG) and the 
National Association of Latino Elected Officials 
(NALEO). 

I am honored to recognize Senator Eduardo 
Bhatia, during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his 
leadership and commitment to serving the 
Puerto Rican and Hispanic-American commu-
nities. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SUF-
FOLK COUNTY SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 50th Anniversary of 
the Suffolk County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. Since 1964, the Suffolk County 
Soil and Water Conservation District has ac-
tively developed and implemented specialized 
projects and educational programs to improve, 
protect, and preserve Suffolk County’s most 
treasured natural resources. 

Suffolk County’s thriving agriculture has 
been assisted by the conservation efforts of 
the Suffolk County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District in partnership with the local com-
munities and landowners, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, the Long Island Farm Bureau, 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension and Re-
search Lab, the New York State Soil and 
Water Conservation Committee, the New York 
State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, and the New York Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts. 

As a result of this collaboration, Suffolk 
County leads the rest of our great state in 
market value of crop production, including sod, 
grapes, nursery stock, aquaculture, and spe-
cialty crops. The County can also be proud of 
flourishing agricultural tourism, known for at-

tracting thousands of visitors to wineries, 
greenhouses, and seasonal pumpkin picking. 

Consisting of over 600 farms spanning 
35,000 acres, Suffolk County farms form the 
pillar of the East End economy and contribute 
millions of dollars to the Long Island and New 
York state economies, supporting local jobs 
and igniting economic growth across the re-
gion. This success is sustainable with the help 
of the Suffolk County Soil and Water Con-
servation District and can help further propel 
Long Island’s continuing economic recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, helping local farmers secure 
federal aid and educating them about building 
green infrastructure are just some of the many 
critically important functions of the Suffolk 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
which remains dedicated to the success of 
Long Island farmers and small businesses, 
and why it is an honor to offer my congratula-
tions on the occasion of its fiftieth anniversary. 

f 

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST- 
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of S. 2258, the Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 
2014. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an undeniable truth that 
our military veterans deserve our deepest 
gratitude for the courage and valor they dem-
onstrated while defending the United States of 
America. 

One way the nation can express its deepest 
appreciation for our service men and women 
is by assisting disabled veterans with com-
pensation and financial support. 

The VA estimated that it will provide com-
pensation to over 4 million beneficiaries in FY 
2014. 

Among the veterans estimated to receive 
such compensation are: 

136,897 World War II veterans 
140,169 Korean War veterans 
1,327,348 Vietnam-era veterans 
1,546,030 Gulf War-era veterans 
695,574 veterans who served during peace-

time 
Close to half of the nearly 2 million veterans 

of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have or 
will seek compensation for service-related inju-
ries, including post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). 

We must be certain that disability com-
pensation provides adequate assistance to 
veterans, and this bill does so by increasing 
the amounts paid by the same cost-of-living 
adjustment that will be payable to Social Se-
curity recipients. 

Mr. Speaker, not only does S. 2258 benefit 
our injured veterans, it also helps the families 
of these injured service members by providing 
increased compensation for dependents and 
surviving spouses. 

By passing S. 2258, countless veterans and 
their families would have financial stress alle-
viated thanks to increased rates of veterans’ 
disability compensation. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge all members to 
support the passage of S. 2258 to ensure that 

all of our courageous veterans receive ade-
quate disability compensation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. BRENDAN 
BERNARD FRANCIS MCKAY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
very heavy heart that I share this obituary of 
an outstanding young American, Mr. Brendan 
Bernard Francis McKay. 

Brendan, 30, passed away Monday, Sep-
tember 8, 2014, in Rome, Italy, following a 
tragic accident. 

An AmeriCorps volunteer, artist, multi-instru-
mentalist, snowboarder, world traveler, coun-
selor, historian, Ph.D. candidate, and 
Seanchai in the Irish storytelling tradition, 
Brendan was born June 30, 1984 in Summit, 
New Jersey, the second of Bernard and Mazy 
McKay’s four children. He grew up in Alexan-
dria and McLean, Virginia, where he grad-
uated from McLean High School in 2002. 

Brendan began undergraduate studies at 
Virginia Commonwealth University, later at-
tended Western Connecticut State University 
and John Cabot University in Rome, and in 
2012 graduated magna cum laude from 
Rhode Island College with a Bachelor’s in His-
tory. Most recently, Brendan completed his 
Master’s degree in International Relations at 
St. John’s University in Rome, Italy in June 
2014. 

Throughout his teens and early twenties, 
Brendan struggled with addiction issues. With 
the support of loved ones, he participated in 
therapeutic and rehabilitation programs in 
Utah, New York, Pennsylvania, Florida, and 
Kansas. In 2008, Brendan emerged from this 
period secure in his recovery, and with a re-
newed passion for education, adventure, and 
experience which would come to define the 
rest of his life. 

From 2008–2010, Brendan served with 
AmeriCorps as a volunteer with Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters in Worland, Wyoming. Within a 
matter of months he was promoted to Vice 
President of Development, going on to raise 
hundreds of thousands of dollars on behalf of 
at-risk youth, before leaving to accept a posi-
tion as an AmeriCorps Program Manager in 
Rhode Island. Before leaving Wyoming he 
was urged by locals in Worland to stay and 
run for mayor. He was flattered and seriously 
considered it. 

Brendan is remembered fondly by his loved 
ones in the U.S. and around the world for his 
legendary sense of humor, a classic Irish sto-
ryteller vividly sharing his many adventures. 
He ran with the bulls in Pamplona, Spain. He 
rode a hot air balloon through the Atlas Moun-
tains of Morocco. He skied across the Swiss- 
French border in the Alps, not entirely on pur-
pose. Completing an Asian journey that in-
cluded Malaysia, Cambodia and Nepal, he re-
turned to Rome over the Himalayas and Mt. 
Everest. He crisscrossed the United States by 
car, camped in the badlands of North Dakota, 
and lived on a mountain in Southern Cali-
fornia. During academic travel to North Korea 
he became one of only a small number of 
Americans to have seen the demilitarized 
zone from the north side. 
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Brendan was also intellectually brilliant. He 

was an enthusiastic reader, with particular in-
terest in philosophy, history, physics, and 
comparative religion. His collection of unusual 
tattoos included the Fibonacci sequence on 
his arm. His creativity and humor led to unique 
inventions; on one occasion, Brendan created 
what he called a ‘‘Scrabbanjelo,’’ a playable 
banjo which he constructed from the wooden 
box of a Scrabble set—a game at which he 
was renowned as unbeatable. 

At the time of his passing, he was looking 
forward to his doctoral work at King’s College 
in London. His studies were to focus on the lit-
tle-told story of the town of Fiumi on the Italy- 
Croatia border, which formed its own inde-
pendent state in World War I in defiance of 
the warring countries around it. 

Brendan’s 6′ 6″ physical presence was the 
outer manifestation of an unusually humble, 
sensitive, self-deprecating person, whose gen-
erosity, kindness, and compassion for friends 
and family alike will never be forgotten. His 
beloved dog, Anastasia, is the physical em-
bodiment of that kindness. Brendan had en-
countered a group of drug dealers about to 
shoot a young puppy for which they had no 
use. He persuaded them to let him adopt her 
in exchange for what little money he had in his 
pocket, a meager five dollars. For more than 
a decade, Anastasia has been a cherished 
member of the McKay family, displaying a 
level of emotional intelligence that is extraor-
dinary to find in an animal. 

Brendan was not immune to accidents, and 
indeed had scars going back to toddlerhood. 
But he always stood up, brushed himself off, 
and went at life again, charging boldly at every 
experience the world could offer. His enthu-
siasm for adventure inspired all who knew 
him. 

Brendan is survived by his parents, Bernard 
and Mary, his two brothers, Patrick and Conor, 
his sister, Rosemary, sister-in-law Nora, and 
his beloved, Camilla Valeriano. He will be 
sorely missed. 

f 

HONORING WORLD WAR II 
VETERAN ARTHUR NAGLER 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a decorated World War II 
veteran, Mr. Arthur Nagler, who lives in my 
Congressional district, and to point out a seri-
ous flaw in the ability of veterans to obtain 
medals they deserve for the service they gave 
to our country. 

Arthur served our country in some of the 
fiercest battles of World War II. After his ar-
rival in France following the Normandy inva-
sion, he was a medic with the 170th General 
Hospital where he saved the lives of many of 
his fellow soldiers. In recognition of his serv-
ice, he was awarded several medals, including 
the Legion of Honor by the Republic of 
France. 

I am so very proud of Arthur, as we all 
should be. I want to highlight a point of su-
preme irony in his case, however. During one 
battle, as Mr. Nagler worked in his hospital 
tent saving the lives of wounded soldiers, an 
enemy bomb landed nearby, seriously wound-

ing him from shrapnel and knocking him un-
conscious. 

Because of the critical need for doctors, Mr. 
Nagler was revived, his wounds were ‘‘stitched 
up,’’ as he puts it, and he was sent on with his 
fellow medics to continue saving other sol-
diers’ lives. Unfortunately, any records of his 
wounds apparently do not exist. He concedes 
that, in the confusion, the records of his inju-
ries may not have been recorded or the 
records may have been lost as the hospital 
was hurriedly moved to the next battlefield. 
However, there is a distinct possibility that a 
record was made of his injury and it was de-
stroyed in the great fire that swept through a 
section of the National Personnel Records 
Center in St. Louis in 1973. The fire destroyed 
nearly 50 years worth of records of those who 
served our nation in uniform from 1912–1959. 

That is why I rise today, Mr. Speaker. In my 
21 years in Congress, I have been contacted 
many times by veterans seeking not just med-
als, but the records they need to prove their 
eligibility for disability benefits and pensions. I 
do not fault the army, as they must work with 
what records they have to give veterans ev-
erything they deserve. Still, after sacrificing so 
much for our nation and its freedoms, I feel 
there must be some way to correct this situa-
tion. After 60 years of trying, Arthur Nagler 
has given up hope of ever getting the Purple 
Heart that he rightly deserves. Everyone 
should consider the supreme irony of a man 
who spent World War II saving the lives of 
other wounded American soldiers, is then 
wounded himself, and has not been awarded 
a Purple Heart. 

I respectfully ask that my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle work together to fix this 
absurd situation, not just for Arthur Nagler, but 
for all veterans in similar situations. Let us 
give these brave men and women the respect 
they deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2014 HONOREES 
OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY 
BRANCH OF THE NAACP 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the 2014 Honorees of the Fair-
fax County Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). The Fairfax Branch is recognized as 
the NAACP’s first rural chapter. In 1915, a few 
brave African American citizens in Falls 
Church, Virginia, fought a proposed ordinance 
that would have segregated housing. They 
called themselves the Colored Citizens Protec-
tive League (CCPL) and the group evolved to 
become the Fairfax County Branch of the 
NAACP. 

Each year, the Fairfax County NAACP hon-
ors several deserving individuals and organi-
zations that have shown extraordinary support 
of the Branch or the community. I am honored 
to submit the names of the following 2014 
Community Service Award winners: 

Fairfax County Democratic Committee Elec-
tion Law and Voter Protection Committee. The 
Election Law and Voter Protection (ELVP) 
Committee strives to make sure every vote is 
counted and that proposed legislation and pro-

cedures affecting voting rights are fair and ap-
propriate. Every election, ELVP members 
monitor voting precincts and help make sure 
each citizen can fully and fairly exercise his or 
her right to vote, regardless of political pref-
erences. 

Jill Turner—Program Manager, Intel Com-
puter Clubhouse, Gum Springs Community 
Center. Ms. Turner works to change the 
mindset of young people who come from eco-
nomically disadvantaged families. She teaches 
creative writing, computer skills, etiquette, po-
etry writing, and has formed a book club. 
Through her leadership, some teens have be-
come leaders and have formed additional 
clubs, specializing in their own interests. Ms. 
Turner recently established a mentoring pro-
gram. Participants discuss issues such as do-
mestic violence, HIV/AIDS, homelessness, 
drugs, and other issues facing our youth. 

Danielle Blunt—Girls Inspired and Ready to 
Lead, Inc. (GIRL). Founded by Ms. Blunt in 
2010, GIRL is a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to mentoring and empowering today’s 
girls for future success through academic ex-
cellence, leadership skills, community service, 
a healthy lifestyle, and self-esteem. In 2014, 
Ms. Blunt partnered with George Mason Uni-
versity’s College of Science STEM Accelerator 
Program to create a STEM summer camp for 
middle school girls of color and one for ele-
mentary school boys and girls. It also gives 
me great pleasure to recognize the following 
recipients of this year’s President’s Awards: 
Supervisor John Cook, Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors (Braddock District); Captain 
Everett A. Lewis, U.S. Air Force (Ret.), Execu-
tive Committee, Alexandria NAACP; Colonel 
Ed Roessler, Chief, Fairfax County Police De-
partment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the 2014 honorees of the 
Fairfax County NAACP and thanking them for 
their tremendous contributions to our youth 
and our community. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
RESOLUTION, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, this 
continuing resolution (H.J. Res. 124) ensures 
that there will be no government shutdown 
and that the men and women of America’s 
armed forces and diplomatic service will have 
the resources they need in Afghanistan and 
beyond to protect the nation from the dangers 
of terrorism. This resolution continues funding 
on a temporary basis at fiscal year 2014 lev-
els, but it does not provide the final, full-year 
spending levels for the government. For war- 
related spending, the resolution provides for 
an interim rate of spending that is over $26 
billion more than the President’s June 26, 
2014 amended request for these purposes for 
fiscal year 2015. At this stage, there is a great 
deal of uncertainty about the precise needs for 
these activities. 

The Budget Committee has jurisdiction over 
the use of the statutory authority that permits 
for spending in excess of the discretionary 
caps for funding designated for Overseas 
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Contingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism. On a bipartisan basis, the Budget 
Committee has expressed concern that the 
OCO/GWOT budget has been misused by 
both this Administration and the previous Ad-
ministration. In addition, Congress has gen-
erally gone along with using these funds for 
purposes outside of OCO/GWOT require-
ments. The Committee highlighted this con-
cern in the report accompanying the FY 2015 
budget resolution. 

While I support this interim funding measure 
and want to ensure our armed forces have the 
resources they need for these purposes, to-
gether with the Committee’s ranking Demo-
cratic member Mr. VAN HOLLEN, I will work to 
ensure that the final full-year appropriation for 
these purposes funds only those requirements 
that are closely related to the incremental, 
non-enduring costs of our overseas engage-
ment in Afghanistan and the broader Middle 
East. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ELECTRIC 
CHARGING ADVANCEMENT RE-
FORM ACT 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, my home of Los 
Angeles unfortunately is the nation’s smog-
giest region of the country. We are surrounded 
by mountains and have the highest per capita 
ownership of cars. The Los Angeles region 
has made great improvements in our air qual-
ity. In the last 15 years, the number of dirty air 
days has dropped by 38 percent. Still—we 
have the worst air quality in the nation. The 
American Lung Association ranks the Los An-
geles region as number one in the nation for 
ozone pollution and in the top five for particu-
late matter pollution. 

This results in many health issues including 
higher numbers of children with asthma and 
significant lung function problems in normal, 
healthy people. 

We do love our cars in Los Angeles, and 
the pollution from these cars is a key cause of 
our air quality problems. Los Angeles could 
drastically improve its air quality if more of 
those cars were plug in vehicles. However 
there are simply not enough charging stations 
available for this to be feasible. 

As an owner of an all-electric Nissan Leaf, 
I know all too well that there is a lack of 
charging stations. I have personally experi-
enced range anxiety. There have been times 
when driving home I have had to turn off the 
lights, radio, and air conditioning to ensure 
that I can make it home because there were 
no charging stations nearby. Los Angeles is 
one of the largest consumers of electric vehi-
cles in the country. But, I believe people would 
buy more electric vehicles if charging stations 
were readily available. 

Today, I am introducing the Electric Charg-
ing Advancement Reform Act to encourage 
more electric vehicles on our roads, which will 
result in clean air improvements and energy 
independence. This is an act integral to revo-
lutionizing the accessibility of plug-in electric 
vehicles (PEVs) to potential drivers. My bill 
would reauthorize the electric vehicle re-
charging property credit and make available to 

both consumers and businesses a tax credit of 
up to $100,000 for the installation of charging 
stations. 

No one driving a gas-powered car has to 
worry about finding a gas station before they 
get to their destination. Let us make sure that 
electric charging stations are just as easily ac-
cessible and convenient as the gas stations 
that are at every major intersection in our cit-
ies and off our major freeways. 

f 

HONORING MARY BETTY MINERO 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
life of New Mexico resident Mary Betty Minero, 
who passed away on July 15, 2014. 

Betty was a lifelong resident of Barelas and 
a regular at Barelas Coffee House, which is 
where I first met her during my campaign for 
Congress in 2012. Betty had an outsized per-
sonality and an exuberant joy for life. She and 
I made a connection the instant she ap-
proached me, clutching her Betty Boo lunch 
pail, for a hug. Betty made me feel special, 
the same way she treated dozens of New 
Mexicans she embraced with equal enthu-
siasm each day. Neighbors, business leaders 
and government workers were always greeted 
by Betty as she worked the crowd before set-
tling in at table 9A with a spoon in hand and 
half-and-half ready for her coffee. 

Betty loved to dance. When she wasn’t 
dancing with customers in the tight entryway 
at the coffee house, Betty could be found 
each Tuesday at Ned’s, where her daughter, 
Geri Lucero, would take her for a night of 
dancing and local music. 

Betty loved her close-knit family that in-
cluded her husband, Ambrosio Minero, and 
their three daughters: Geri Lucero, Gloria 
Gutierrez and Betty Jo Martin. She also treas-
ured her encounters with everyone she met. 
Her daughter said Betty never considered any-
one a stranger, and if you talked to her long 
enough, she concluded you were probably re-
lated. She liked to tell people she thought she 
was 21 years old—before looking into the mir-
ror and realizing she was really a young 89. 

She was a parishioner at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Barelas and she was 
known to pray for the people she met, particu-
larly those who were sick. Shortly before her 
death, Betty mourned the untimely death of 
her great-grandson, Jacob Gutierrez, a football 
star at Del Norte High School. 

Betty’s sincerity and genuine appreciation 
for others has had a profound effect on every-
one who was fortunate enough to enjoy Bet-
ty’s company and her spirit lives on in our 
community. My thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and friends. May the memory of 
Betty live on in our hearts. 

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVER-
SARIES OF THE SHIDOGAKUIN 
MARTIAL ARTS DOJO AND THE 
SHIDOGAKUIN WASHINGTON 
KENDO DOJO 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Shidogakuin Martial Arts Dojo on 
the occasion of its 30th anniversary and the 
Shidogakuin Washington Kendo Dojo 
(Washinkan) on its 20th Anniversary. 

Kendo, meaning ‘‘Way of the sword,’’ is a 
Japanese martial art derived from 16th Cen-
tury traditional swordsmanship, using bamboo 
swords and protective armor for training. This 
sport is widely practiced throughout Japan, the 
United States, and many other nations around 
the world. Kendo is a physically and mentally 
challenging activity that combines martial arts 
practices and values with strenuous physical 
activity. It is great exercise, but it also is much 
more than a sport. The purpose of practicing 
Kendo is to mold the mind and body, to cul-
tivate a vigorous spirit, and, through correct 
and rigid training, to strive for improvement in 
both technique and personal development. 

In 1984, Mr. Shozo Kato established the 
Shidogakuin Kendo training school in New 
York City where both students and teachers 
were taught to learn and grow. In 1993 James 
Yan and Hiroaki Suzuki, with guidance from 
Shozo Kato, expanded Shidogakuin to the 
Washington, DC region by establishing a 
Kendo dojo at the National Institutes of Health 
to teach adults and children. The Shidogakuin 
Washington Kendo Dojo (Washinkan) is now 
based in Herndon, Virginia, in the 11th Con-
gressional District. 

The goal of the Washinkan Dojo is to pro-
vide teachers with necessary technical skills 
and teaching strategies; to implement the pro-
tocols to create an environment of profes-
sional courtesy, honor, and mutual respect; to 
provide the facilities necessary to learn and 
practice; to create a safe, friendly, family-ori-
ented atmosphere; to inform the community 
that there is an opportunity to learn and prac-
tice the sword martial arts; to prepare students 
for practice, competition and advancement 
testing; and to prepare students for leadership 
in the dojo and the larger community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Shidogakuin Kendo Dojo 
and Shozo Kato on its 30th anniversary and 
the Washinkan Dojo and James Yan on its 
20th anniversary and in thanking them for their 
service to the youth in our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF WILLIAM J. DIAZ HER-
NANDEZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize William J. Diaz. A native of Cumana, 
Venezuela, William was raised in Caracas. 
From a young age, William naturally cultivated 
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friendships and supported humanitarian 
causes. As a young leader, he was active in 
student council throughout his schooling. Wil-
liam was the recipient of a scholarship which 
allowed him to attend the University of Texas 
at Austin, where he received his Master’s De-
gree in Mass Communications in 1976. 

William previously served as an Educational 
Attaché to the Venezuelan Embassy in Paris, 
France and the General Coordinator of the 
G.M.A. Foundation. William was also the 
founder and president of several community 
organizations in Venezuela. 

In 1989, William moved to Orlando, Florida, 
where he lives with his wife and four children. 
Since then, he has been very active within the 
Latino community, advising and counseling 
nonprofit organizations. An active community 
leader and incisive journalist, William has a 
passion to help his fellow citizens through 
life’s struggles. 

William has been an on-air personality for 
decades and a columnist with several publica-
tions. He is always available to individuals or 
community organizations in need of media 
support, especially those who seek support for 
social justice issues. 

William’s activism to promote Latin-Amer-
ican political development has won him rec-
ognition within the Latino community. He cur-
rently has a daily radio show, ‘‘Cara a Cara 
con William Diaz,’’ which reaches eighteen 
counties. He is also the founder of Casa de 
Venezuela and the Made in Venezuela Busi-
ness Club. 

I am honored to recognize William Diaz, 
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for his con-
tributions to the Central Florida community. 

f 

HONORING LOCAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT FOR THEIR SERVICE TO 
OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the following law enforcement per-
sonnel who have recently been honored by 
the Horseshoe Curve Benevolent Association 
for their tireless service and continued willing-
ness to put their lives on the line to protect our 
communities. This year’s honorees are Ser-
geant Jonathan E. Smith, Clarke County Di-
rector of Emergency Communications Pam 
Hess, Deputy Bryan Smith, Corporal Bradley 
W. Davidson, Officer Terry W. Fritts, Sergeant 
Frank Myrtle, Officer Brock Justice, Officer 
Tommy Gardner, Lieutenant Wally 
Stotlemeyer, K–9 Officer Kota and his partner 
Corporal Brittney Kotynski-Neer. 

Sergeant Jonathan E. Smith has played a 
pivotal role in the implementation of the Stra-
tegic Highway Research Program (SHRP–2), 
a joint federal, state and local jurisdiction effort 
to better train first responders as well as traffic 
incident and management support staff. As the 
lead instructor for Northwestern Virginia, Re-
gion 2, Sgt. Smith has conducted more than 
30 sessions of the program, instructing more 
than 900 people, in addition to continuing his 
supervisory responsibilities as a Virginia State 
Police officer. His efforts have brought nation-
wide praise to the quality of Virginia law en-
forcement. 

Director of Emergency Communications 
Pam Hess has been with the Clarke County 
Sheriff’s office since 1986. Today, she plays a 
crucial role as supervisor of the county’s 911 
center and de facto project manager for moni-
toring and upgrading the county’s sophisti-
cated communications equipment. In addition 
to these responsibilities, Director Hess still 
works shifts as an emergency operator and is 
on-call every hour of every day. 

Deputy Bryan Smith has been a real asset 
to the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office. Earlier 
this year, Deputy Smith played a critical role in 
resuscitating a motorist who was thought to 
have died in order to transport him to the Win-
chester Medical Center. Although the crash 
victim was beyond medical help, Deputy 
Smith’s efforts gave him the chance to live. 

Corporal Bradley W. Davidson has served in 
the Winchester Sheriffs Office since 2006 and 
was recently promoted to Corporal in January. 
Bradley has trained many of his colleagues on 
responding to active shooter situations. He 
also manages the Sheriffs office’s external 
functions. He is known around town as a fam-
ily man as well as a man of integrity. 

Officer Terry Fritts has filled many roles in 
the Berryville Police Department, including 
providing technology expertise to investigating 
a bank robbery earlier this year, organizing 
Berryville’s National Night Out and voluntarily 
handling difficult situations with citizens experi-
encing emotional crises. Throughout all this, 
he has been a great resource to Berryville and 
his colleagues in the police department. 

Sergeant Frank Myrtle of the Winchester 
Police Department has played a critical role in 
investigating and seeking successful indict-
ments for two recent felony murder cases in-
volving child victims. He has also taken the 
lead in the effort to address prostitution in 
Winchester by leading countless sting oper-
ations. 

Office Brock Justice has been an indispen-
sable part of the Mount Weather Police De-
partment. Officer Justice was trained in active 
shooter response tactics at the Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center and has exten-
sively studied past incidents, such as the Navy 
Yard shooting last year. He has designed and 
implemented active shooter practice scenarios 
for Mount Weather police, fire and EMS serv-
ices to hone their skills and identify areas for 
improvement. 

Officer Tommy Gardner serves the North-
western Regional Jail. On the night of April 24, 
Officer Gardner, while off-duty, stepped above 
and beyond his call to duty and successfully 
negotiated the de-escalation of a dangerous 
domestic dispute in his neighborhood involving 
a firearm. He did his community a great serv-
ice by his heroic actions. 

Lieutenant Wally Stotlemeyer serves with 
the Winchester Police Department and has 
been working with the Northwestern Virginia 
Regional Drug and Gang Task Force. He has 
exhibited tremendous leadership in overseeing 
the North End team as it manages the recent 
spike in regional Heroin overdoses—part of 
the drug epidemic that threatens communities 
across the United States. 

Finally, K–9 Officer Kota was injured during 
the brave pursuit of two suspects in an attic. 
I join his partner, Winchester Police Depart-
ment Corporal Brittney Kotynski-Neer in hon-
oring Kota for his good work and welcome him 
back to duty at the Winchester Police Depart-
ment. 

I am proud to join with the Horseshoe Be-
nevolent Association-which has been honoring 
local law enforcement since 2004—to recog-
nize these officers for their bravery, dedication 
and strength. We owe them a sincere debt of 
gratitude for their service to the 10th District 
and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

I respectfully submit a speech given by Mr. 
Jim Wink at the Horseshoe Curve Benevolent 
Association’s September 13th Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Dinner. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION, DINNER 13 

SEPTEMBER 2014 
Good evening: My name is Jim Wink. On 

behalf of the Horse Shoe Curve Benevolent 
Association—I want to welcome everybody 
and thank you for coming out to recognize 
those who put their lives on the line to pro-
tect us. 

Before we begin to serve dinner, please 
stand for a short prayer by Rev. Canon 
Dwight L. Brown, Grace Episcopal Church, 
Berryville. 

Please join me in the Pledge of Alligence 
to our Flag. 

The purpose of tonight’s gathering is to 
enjoy the company, the food, the music, 
and—most important—to recognize local po-
lice and secuirty officers who’s dedication to 
serve their community—that’s us—has been 
outstanding. 

First: Let us recognize our guests. With us 
tonight are: 

Each of the officers recognized tonight will 
get not only our respect and thanks, but also 
a plaque from the HSC Benevolent Associa-
tion, a certificate of appreciation from the 
VA House of Delegates—compliments of Del. 
Randy Minchew, and U.S. Congressional Rec-
ognition—compliments of Congressman 
Frank Wolf. They will also get outstanding 
photos of tonights activities compliments of 
Matt Baker. 

VIRGINIA STATE POLICE 
Sergeant Jonathan E. Smith 

Sergeant Smith is devoted to the imple-
mentation of the SHRP–2—which is the stra-
tegic highway research program in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. In conjunction with 
the VA Department Of Transportation, VA 
Department of Fire Programs, US Federal 
Highway Administration and multiple local 
partners involved in traffic operations, this 
curriculum was implemented in the Com-
monwealth of VA as a pilot ‘‘Train-the- 
Trainer’’ program for all First Responders. 

The four hour course is nationally recog-
nized traffic incident management responder 
training that is offered to all emergency re-
sponders and also those personnnel who sup-
port traffic incident management oper-
ations. An important goal of the program is 
to reduce congestion through incident reduc-
tion, management, and response in order to 
improve travel times for both commuters 
and freight throughout VA. 

SGT. Smith was tasked with being the lead 
instructor for the Northwestern portion of 
VA (Region 2). He has coordinated and joint-
ly conducted 34 sessions of this training pro-
gram to over 900 attendees in various loca-
tions across his assigned region. The work 
involved in the coordination of these classes 
include, but not limited to, arrangement of 
the training locations, advertisement of all 
classes, registration of each attendee, and 
following up with personalized certificates of 
completion. 

SGT. Smith has forged relationships and 
gained the support and respect of many fed-
eral, state, and local agencies thought the 
development of this program, which has 
greatly enhanced the department’s image by 
all cooperating agencies. Although he has 
dedicated numerous hours (both duty and 
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personal) to this program, he has maintained 
all supervisory responsibilities. 

SGT. Smith, congratulations and thank 
you for being there for us. 

CLARKE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Pam Hess 

Pam Hess is the director of emergency 
communications for Clarke County. She has 
been employed by the County Sheriff’s Office 
since 1986. She is responsible for supervising 
the 911 Center, which includes the dis-
patching of all emergency services in Clarke 
County. This responsibility requires that 
Pam sometimes assumes the role of commu-
nications operator and work a shift, a duty 
that she takes on without complaint. Pam 
has become, by default, the project manager 
for all communications upgrades with our 
911 center. She takes care of purchasing of 
complicated telephone equipment, and over-
sees the installation of this equipment in ad-
dition to all of the radio systems. She is 
really on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
to answer questions from staff, and routinely 
act as a mechanic in keeping communica-
tions going. Pam, sounds like you are doing 
it all! 

Pam: Congratulations, and thank you for 
being there for us. 

FREDERICK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Deputy Bryan Smith 

On April 17, 2014, Trooper Joshua Myers of 
the VA State Police and Deputy Bryan 
Smith were involved in an incident where an 
apparent deceased motorist was resuscitated 
thanks to their quick actions after a single 
vehicle crash on the interstate. Upon VA 
state trooper Myers arrival no fire or rescue 
personnel were on the scene. Trooper Myers 
attempted to make contact with the driver 
of the tractor but he was unconscious and 
partially on the floor board. There was no 
breathing or pulse. Trooper Myers began to 
administer chest compressions and rescue 
breathing on the subject. Deputy Smith also 
stopped to provide assistance. He imme-
diately relieved Trooper Myers of performing 
CPR and continue to sustain the subject 
while EMS was placing monitoring devices 
on him to include an AED. He continued for 
several minutes. The subject was transported 
to the Winchester Medical Center where he 
passed away next day. If not for Trooper 
Myers and Deputy Smith, he would have died 
in the truck. Deputy Smith excels in his 
every day job with the Sheriff’s Office. He 
sets the bar high for fellow officers to follow. 

Deputy Smith, congratulations and thank 
you for being there for us. 

WINCHESTER SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Corporal Bradley W. Davidson (Harley) 

Corporal Davidson has been with the Sher-
iff’s Office since January 2006. He was pro-
moted to Corporal in January 2014. Corporal 
Bradley is in charge of all outside Sheriff’s 
Office functions such as evictions, levy’s, dis-
tress warrants and paper service. Bradley 
has played a very important role within the 
Sheriff’s Office to ensure that the office con-
tinues to move forward in a positive way. 
Bradley is a true profesional in dealing with 
the public with delicate situations. Bradley 
is a person that can be counted on to answer 
the call when situations arise that extra help 
is needed. 

Bradley attended active Shooter Instructor 
School, then came back and prepared lesson 
plans and started training the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. He is currently working on mass train-
ing and drills for the Joint Judicial Building. 
Corporal Bradley is married with one little 
girl. Bradley, in his off time is a large sup-
porter of WVU football and he spends a lot of 
his time in the Fall hunting. His other inter-
est is Harley Davidson Motorcycles. He is a 

good family man as demonstrated by his 
desk area full of family pictures. Corporal 
Davidson is a person that the City of Win-
chester can be as proud of as we in the office 
are. Bradley is a true professional and friend 
that we in the office all enjoy coming to 
work with. 

Corporal Davidson, congratulations and 
thank you for being there for us. 

BERRYVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Officer Terry W. Fritts 

Officer Fritts has served with Berryville 
since 2007 and holds a variety of certifi-
cations including defensive tactics and Speed 
Measurement Instructor, field training offi-
cer, police cyclist, and intoxilyzer operator. 
Terry is always willing to assist his fellow 
officers with assignments and has advanced 
skills in dealing with technology issues that 
has proven to be a tremendous asset to the 
department. He constantly looks for ways to 
develop and refine procedures within the de-
partment so they are more user-friendly and 
efficient. There does not seem to be any 
problem associated with technology that 
Terry is not equipped to tackle. 

Officer Fritts proved to be instrumental in 
the investigaton associated with a bank rob-
bery that occurred in Berryville this year. 
While he was not the initial officer involved, 
he asserted himself as part of the Berryville 
Police Department team and worked dili-
gently to collect and compile information 
that ultimately led to the apprehension of 
four suspects that are currently awaiting 
trial. This is an example of the type of dedi-
cation and drive that Terry routinely dis-
plays. 

Another attribute is his willingness to be 
involved with the community that he serves. 
For the past several years he has coordi-
nated the National Night Out event. The 
event is a showcase of community resources 
dedicated to public safety. Each year Terry 
makes it bigger and better. This past August 
Terry again pulled off a fantastic event that 
displayed how community policing in a 
small town can bring us all together for a 
safer community. In addition to this event, 
Terry often spends time listening and edu-
cating local business owners and members of 
the community while patrolling the down-
town district. By having a rapport with 
those in the community he is often the offi-
cer that people ask for by name when they 
have issues or questions. He also takes a spe-
cial interest in handling situations where a 
person finds themselves in an emotional cri-
sis and is in need of assistance. Officer Fritts 
is very aware of the resources that are avail-
able for those in a mental crisis and those 
who could benefit from community resources 
that are not directly supplied by law enforce-
ment. He works very closely with represent-
atives from Social Services and often takes 
part in Family Team Meetings with a multi- 
disciplinary team that works with a family 
to identify problems and offer solutions in 
order to improve quality of life issues. Ac-
cording to his boss, Officer Terry Fritts has 
done a tremendous job representing the 
Berryville Police Department in a profes-
sional manner. 

Officer Fritts, congratulations and thank 
you for being there for us. 

WINCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Sergeant Frank Myrtle 

Sergeant Myrtle has been instrumental in 
leading two felonious death investigations 
within the past year. Both of these inves-
tigations involved very young children. One 
was a high profile case involving a child who 
was the victim of a house fire that was in-
tentionally set by his mother. The other 
case, which has yet to go to trial, involved a 
child who was allegedly assaulted by her 

mother and who subsequently died of those 
injuries. Sgt. Myrtle took the lead in both 
investigations and successfully sought in-
dictments for felony murder in both cases. 
The first mother was convicted and received 
a 36 year sentence for her crimes. Sgt. Myr-
tle invested countless hours of investigation 
in both cases. He did this while taking on 
other cases and maintaining his administra-
tive duties as a supervisor in the Criminal 
Investigations Division. 

In addition, Sgt. Myrtle has made eradi-
cating the crime of prostitution in Win-
chester a priority. He has recognized that 
prostitution leads to the more serious of-
fenses and has spent untold hours conducting 
sting operations to arrest both Johns and 
Prostitutes operating in the city. According 
to his superiors, Sgt. Frank Myrtle’s hard 
work and dedication to the citizens of Win-
chester and to his co-workers should be rec-
ognized. 

Sergeant Myrtle, congratulations and 
thank you for being there for us. 

MOUNT WEATHER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Officer Brock Justice 

According to Brock’s superiors, he has con-
tinually shown himself as a professional po-
lice officer displaying the highest degree of 
competence and dedication to the mission at 
Mount Weather. As one of the department’s 
officers that have completed the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center’s Active 
Shooter Instructor Course, Brock has 
worked tirelessly to improve the depart-
ment’s capability for effectively responding 
to and mitigating the impacts of an active 
shooter incident. He spends countless hours 
reviewing after action reports of shooting in-
cidents such as the shooting at the Wash-
ington Navy Yard last year capturing ways 
for improving the department’s training, 
equipment, tactics and procedures for such 
incidents. 

Early in fiscal year 2014 Officer Justice de-
veloped a challenging, reality-based training 
exercise to assess Mount Weather Police, 
Fire and EMS responses to an active shooter 
incident. The exercise utilized evaluators 
from outside agencies and allowed the de-
partment to identify areas for improvement 
starting with individual officer skills all the 
way through incident management. He has 
also conducted several classes for FEMA 
headquarters personnel and other tenant or-
ganizations at Mount Weather. These classes 
focused on teaching personnel on how to 
react to a shooting incident in their respec-
tive work areas. 

Officer Justice, congratulations and thank 
you for being there for us. 

NORTHWESTERN REGIONAL JAIL 
Officer Tommy Gardner 

On April 24, 2014 Officer Tommy Gardner 
was headed home after completing his Tour 
of Duty. It was approximately 1830 hours 
when he arrived at his residence. As he was 
getting ready to enter his home he noticed a 
crowd of people gathered at a nearby resi-
dence. Tommy walked over to see if he could 
be of assistance. When he arrived at the 
nearby residence there was a woman on the 
porch. She had called 911 on her cell phone. 
The woman informed Officer Gardner that 
the male had been involved in a domestic 
and that he had a gun in his back pocket. Of-
ficer Gardner noticed the outline of what ap-
peared to be a gun. He started talking to the 
male. He instructed the male individual to 
put down the gun. After several commands 
the male complied and laid the weapon on 
the trunk of a vehicle he was standing be-
side. Officer Gardner quickly approached the 
male, ordered him to lay face down on the 
ground. He then placed his knee in the cen-
ter of the male’s back detaining him until 
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WPD arrived on scene approximately 30 sec-
onds later. The male was arrested. 

Officer Tommy Gardner’s handling of this 
situation is remarkable for several reasons. 
First, he went above and beyond his Call to 
Duty. He is employed as a Correctional Offi-
cer at Northwestern. He was also off duty at 
the time. He was under no obligaton to be-
come involved in the situation. His strong 
character and desire to help those in his 
community propelled his actions. Second, 
Officer Gardner showed exceptional courage. 
When he walked over to the crowd of people 
he was informed that the individual was 
under extreme duress and had a handgun in 
his possession. He could have simply done 
nothing and waited for the police to arrive. 

Instead, Officer Gardner chose to establish 
a dialogue and de-escalate the situation even 
though he knew he would be in harm’s way. 
Officer Gardner’s actions on the date per-
sonify those of the law enforcement commu-
nity who chose to put the safety of the citi-
zens above their own. 

Officer Tommy Gardner, congratulations 
and thank you for being there for us. 

NW DRUG TASK FORCE 
Lt. Wally Stotlemeyer 

Wally Stotlemeyer is a Lt. with the Win-
chester Police Department currently as-
signed duty with the NW Virginia Regional 
Drug and Gang Task Force. The recent spike 
in heroin overdoses has put a tremendous 
strain on the resources of the task force. A 
large number of the deaths have occurred in 
the Region Wally and the North End Team is 
responsible for. Wally is the supervisor of the 
team and he has exhibited tremendous lead-
ership skills in managing the increase in 
their cases. Practicing leadership from the 
front, Wally regularly appears on the scene 
of the tragic events and makes sure that 
these cases receive the proper attention to 
insure our valley is safe. In addition, Wally 
is always present at meetings where his 
opinion matters. He is truly working this 
epidemic from both ends and deserves to be 
recognized for his efforts. 

Lt. Wally Stotlemeyer, congratulations 
and thank you for being there for us. 

WINCHESTER POLICE DEPARTMENT 

K–9 Officer Kota 

Cpl. Brittney Kotynski-Neer 

Officer Kota has been with the Winchester 
Police Department since May, 2009. On Janu-
ary 3rd of this year, Kota was injured while 
helping apprehend two suspects hiding an 
attic crawl space during a burglary. He fell 
eight feet through the ceiling to the floor 
below and broke his right front leg and in-
jured his ‘‘wrist’’. Despite his injuries, he 
climbed up a flight of stairs to return to Cpl. 
Brittney’s side in the attic. Kota returned to 
work last week. 

Officer Kota, congratulatons and thank 
you for being there for us. 

That, ladies and gentleman, highlights how 
lucky we citizens of Northern Virginia are 
given the outstanding people we have pro-
tecting us. Thank you for coming and don’t 
forget them. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
RESOLUTION, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, to keep the 
government open, the House is considering a 

continuing resolution (H.J. Res. 124) that per-
mits government agencies to continue spend-
ing at the 2014 level through December 11, 
2014. As a result, it allows a rate of overseas 
contingency operations spending at the De-
partment of Defense, Department of State, 
and other agencies that if sustained over the 
entire fiscal year would total $92 billion. This 
sum exceeds what the Administration re-
quested for overseas contingency operations 
for 2015 by $26 billion. Budget Committee 
Chairman PAUL RYAN and I agree that this bill 
should not be interpreted as endorsing the ex-
pansion of overseas contingency operations 
spending above what our military commanders 
say is needed to support our troops engaged 
in war operations. Congress will revisit the full- 
year funding needs for overseas contingency 
operations at a future date, including whatever 
resources may be necessary to counter 
emerging threats, including those ISIL poses. 
Over the course of the CR period, the Admin-
istration should spend OCO funding at a rate 
that will still allow for full-year funding at no 
higher than the level military commanders say 
is needed for 2015. 

The OCO budget has been misused to get 
around discretionary funding caps over the 
years. Billions of dollars of non-war related ac-
tivities have been funded in the OCO budget. 
For 2014, Congress shifted $9 billion of non- 
war activities into the OCO budget so it could 
free up funds within the budget caps. Over 
2001 through 2014, Pentagon OCO cost re-
ports indicate that $71 billion of non-war fund-
ing was provided through war appropriations. 

This is a problem that both Chairman RYAN 
and I have been looking at in the Budget 
Committee. We both agree that the OCO 
budget should only be used to fund those re-
quirements that are related to the transitory, 
non-recurring costs of war activities. In fact, 
the Budget Committee adopted report lan-
guage as part of the budget resolution affirm-
ing that goal. It says, ‘‘Abuse of the OCO/ 
GWOT cap adjustment is a backdoor loophole 
that undermines the integrity of the budget 
process. The Budget Committee will exercise 
its oversight responsibilities with respect to the 
use of the OCO/GWOT designation in the FY 
2015 budget process, and it will oppose in-
creases above the levels the Administration 
and our military commanders say are needed 
to carry out operations unless it can be clearly 
demonstrated that such amounts are war-re-
lated.’’ 

We should provide our military and diplo-
matic corps all the resources they need to 
carry out the important missions the country 
gives them. However, we should not use the 
OCO budget as a back-door mechanism to 
get around discretionary funding caps. The 
continuing resolution gives the Administration 
the spending authority needed to keep the 
government open and to give the necessary 
resources to support those engaged in oper-
ations overseas. It does not give the Adminis-
tration a blank check to finance non-war activi-
ties. 

In the coming months when the House con-
siders the final full-year appropriation for over-
seas contingency operations, I am committed 
to working with Chairman RYAN to ensure that 
funds appropriated in the OCO budget will 
only be used for war-related costs. 

RECOGNIZING THE 225TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE U.S. CUSTOMS 
SERVICE 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 225th anniversary 
since the creation of the United States Cus-
toms Service, the oldest legacy agency con-
solidated into the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP), within the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The history of the U.S. Customs Service is 
in many ways the history of the nation. In the 
years after the American Revolution, our 
young Nation needed to generate funds to 
power its economy and rebuild its infrastruc-
ture. On July 31, 1789, the First United States 
Congress, in its fifth act, created the U.S. Cus-
toms Service, staffed by official Customs col-
lectors. In this role, a Customs collector had 
the responsibility to supervise the collection of 
custom duties on imported goods in a par-
ticular city or region to enforce the newly 
passed Tariff Act. 

Customs collectors also oversaw the build-
ing of revenue cutters, to patrol our coasts, 
and lighthouses to guide ships to our ports, 
which was essential to the Nation’s maritime 
security and trade activities. For over 100 
years after its birth, before the passage of the 
Sixteenth Amendment, the tariffs collected by 
the Customs Service were the primary source 
of funds for the entire government, which paid 
for the nation’s early growth, infrastructure and 
land purchases such as the Louisiana and Or-
egon territories. 

The responsibilities of the U.S. Customs 
Service would be reshaped and refocused fol-
lowing the attacks of 9/11. The Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 transferred the U.S. Cus-
toms Service in its entirety from the Depart-
ment of the Treasury to the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Today, CBP manages the Nation’s 328 air, 
land, and sea ports of entry. CBP officers, like 
their predecessor Customs inspectors, serve 
on the frontlines, securing our homeland from 
transnational threats, including terrorists, ter-
rorist weapons, drugs and other contraband, 
while simultaneously facilitating the legitimate 
flow travel and trade across our borders. 

While the responsibilities of a CBP Officer 
have grown since 9/11, Officers continue to 
perform essential revenue-collecting services 
as when established by the founders of the 
Republic, and enforce hundreds of immigra-
tion, agriculture, and trade laws. 

The men and women of CBP are still mak-
ing history. They continue to fuel our Nation’s 
economy and support American jobs by facili-
tating legitimate trade and travel while keeping 
our borders secure. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, I want to 
commend the men and women of the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection for their many 
years of service and wish them a happy 225th 
anniversary. 
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CONGRATULATING YE OLDE 

YARDLEY FLORIST ON ITS 100TH 
YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, a small 
business in Yardley, Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania has provided plants and flowers to local 
and regional customers for over 100 years. On 
September 27, 2014 its doors will open for a 
special anniversary celebration. Ye Olde 
Yardley Florist on South Main Street is truly 
an example of ‘‘small business,’’ the very 
backbone of our economy. Due to their experi-
ence, effort and knowledge, the Yardley floral 
and gift shop has thrived. Community leaders 
and citizens will join owner Susan Gorka for a 
celebration to acknowledge the quality and 
service the store has provided, while retaining 
the tradition of good business they have come 
to expect. Congratulations on this milestone 
and may Ye Olde Yardley Florist have many 
more years of continued success, bringing 
beauty and joy to its friends and customers. 

f 

HONORING JOLIET JUNIOR COL-
LEGE’S VETERANS RESOURCE 
CENTER 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the ribbon cutting of the Veterans 
Resource Center at Joliet Junior College. 

The Veterans Resource Center will benefit 
approximately 300 students that use GI edu-
cation benefits every semester at Joliet Junior 
College. The dedicated space will provide vet-
erans with an area to socialize, study, access 
computers, and attend counseling sessions. 

I applaud Joliet Junior College for providing 
our veterans with services like the Veterans 
Resource Center and for its dedication to en-
suring that the men and women who serve our 
country have access to a great education in a 
supportive environment. 

I congratulate Joliet Junior College on open-
ing the Veterans Resource Center and thank 
the college for its hard work on behalf of our 
veterans. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2014 GREATER RESTON CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AWARDS FOR 
CHAMBER EXCELLENCE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize recipients of the 2014 Greater Reston 
Chamber of Commerce Awards for Chamber 
Excellence. 

The Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce 
was founded in 1982 as a business roundtable 
in the growing community of Reston, Virginia. 
For more than 30 years, the Reston Chamber 

has facilitated business growth and entrepre-
neurship through its programming, advocacy, 
and engagement throughout the region. The 
Reston Chamber currently has more than 600 
member businesses that together employ 
more than 10,000 people. It is the 6th largest 
chamber of commerce in the Washington, DC- 
metropolitan region and is deeply embedded 
in the community. 

The Reston Chamber hosts annual events 
such as Taste of Reston, Oktoberfest Reston, 
and Best of Reston, and it has received na-
tional recognition for its Ethics Day, a work-
shop for high school students on ethical deci-
sion making. Members use the INC.spire Edu-
cation Foundation and free SCORE business 
coaching programs to help create and grow 
their enterprises. INC.spire has assisted more 
than four dozen entrepreneurs create 500 jobs 
and $45 million of business investment. 

Each year, through the Awards for Chamber 
Excellence, the Chamber recognizes member 
companies, individuals, and volunteers who 
have demonstrated excellence, innovation, 
and exceptional dedication to the Reston com-
munity. I am pleased to join the Greater Res-
ton Chamber of Commerce in recognizing the 
following Awards for Chamber Excellence 
(ACE) recipients: 

Committee of the Year: Charles Kapur, 
EagleBank, Membership Committee. 

Committee of the Year: Sam Cousins, SBIS, 
Membership Committee. 

Small Business of the Year: Silver Spoon 
Catering. 

Medium Business of the Year: Business En-
gineering, Inc. 

Large Business of the Year: Sheraton Res-
ton Hotel. 

Member of the Year: Lisa Nicholls, Tira! 
Strategies. 

New Member of the Year: Ellen Moyer, Re/ 
Max Allegiance. 

Volunteer of the Year: Andy Klaff, Colliers. 
Joe Ritchie Pinnacle Award: Casey Veatch, 

Veatch Commercial Real Estate. 
President’s Award: Tonia Chagnon, Red 

Thinking. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in congratulating this year’s award recipi-
ents and in thanking them for their contribu-
tions to the local economy and outstanding 
service to our community. I also commend the 
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce for its 
role as an invaluable partner to local busi-
nesses, nonprofits and schools. The efforts of 
the Chamber, the member businesses, and 
volunteers have helped make Reston a truly 
special place to live, work, and raise a family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize this upcoming month of 
October as National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM). As part of a na-
tional campaign, NDEAM raises awareness 
about employment issues facing individuals 
with disabilities and celebrates the vast con-
tributions made by American workers with dis-

abilities. This year’s theme is ‘‘Expect. Em-
ploy. Empower.’’ 

NDEAM’s origins can be traced back to 
1945, when Congress first passed a resolution 
declaring the first week of October as ‘‘Na-
tional Employ the Physically Handicapped 
Week.’’ In 1988, Congress expanded this 
week to an entire month and changed the 
name to ‘‘National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month’’ to reflect the wide variety 
of disabilities, physical or nonphysical, that an 
individual may have. 

This month serves to remind us all that a 
strong, thriving workforce is an inclusive work-
force. As a nation, we must work together to 
increase meaningful employment opportunities 
for those with disabilities and utilize their many 
talents. 

I would like to especially recognize the great 
work of the Georgia Industries for the Blind 
(GIB), a facet of the Georgia Vocational Reha-
bilitation Agency (GVRA). The GIB was estab-
lished in 1937 and subsequently opened its 
first manufacturing plant in 1949. Since then, 
it has grown to include three manufacturing 
sites located in Albany, Bainbridge and Griffin, 
as well as two service sites located in Bain-
bridge and Warner Robins. The GIB employs 
nearly 100 blind persons and boasts over $12 
million in annual sales. 

The GIB is a leader in the fight against the 
marginalization of the disabled worker and I 
applaud their resounding efforts to expand 
employment opportunities to those with dis-
abilities throughout Georgia. By offering com-
petitive wages and a full benefits package, 
Georgia Industries for the Blind stands as a 
shining example for other employers across 
the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing National Disability Em-
ployment Awareness Month by acknowledging 
the positive impact those with disabilities have 
on the American workforce, as well as under-
standing the need to increase meaningful em-
ployment opportunities for our disabled citi-
zens. In addition, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the strides made by Georgia 
Industries for the Blind and other employers 
leading the effort to implement a more inclu-
sive employee culture. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JUDGE ANN 
OSBORNE 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Judge Ann Osborne of the Dela-
ware County Court of Common Pleas in Penn-
sylvania. She is retiring after many years of 
serving her community. 

Judge Osborne has been a beacon for jus-
tice on the bench in Delaware County for the 
last 16 years. Before the bench, Judge 
Osborne served as Sheriff of Delaware County 
from 1991 to 1998. Additionally, she taught 
comparative government, international law and 
criminal law at Temple University, Villanova 
University and Immaculata College. She left 
her mark on the Delaware County community 
and her contribution will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Judge Ann Osborne for 
her long and honorable service. I applaud her 
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successes and wish her the best of luck in her 
retirement. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF MR. JOSEPH 
NADEAU 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart and deep sympathy to 
commemorate the life of Mr. Joseph Nadeau. 
Mr. Nadeau was a dedicated husband, father, 
and tireless advocate for Rhode Island vet-
erans, who himself honorably served his coun-
try as a Senior Master Sergeant in the U.S. 
Air Force. Like many Rhode Islanders, I am 
deeply saddened by Mr. Nadeau’s passing 
and send my condolences to his five children, 
entire family and friends. 

During his military service in the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars, Joseph Nadeau earned the Air 
Force Commendation Medal for outstanding 
service, the Meritorious Service Medal, Missile 
Maintenance awards with the 4751st in 1967 
and 1968, the National Defense Service 
medal, the Good Conduct medal, and the 
United Nations Service medal. Despite trav-
eling the world with his loving wife Dorothy as 
a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, Mr. 
Nadeau returned to Rhode Island to raise his 
five children. At home, in Woonsocket, Mr. 
Nadeau was also recognized for his out-
standing service to the local veterans’ commu-
nity and named the 2002 Veteran of the Year 
by the United Veterans Council of 
Woonsocket. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my deep-
est sympathies to the Nadeau family and ex-
press my gratitude for Mr. Nadeau’s service to 
our country and local community. He truly en-
riched the lives of those around him and made 
the world a better place to live. Rhode Island 
will miss him. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 103RD 
NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the upcoming 103rd National 
Day of the Republic of China on October 10, 
2014. On this special day each year, we com-
memorate the establishment of Taiwan. 

Officially known as the Republic of China, 
Taiwan is not only an outstanding example of 
a free economy and vibrant representative de-
mocracy in the Asia-Pacific region, but also a 
long-term strategic ally and trading partner of 
the United States. I recently had the pleasure 
of meeting with many Taiwanese-American 
members of the World Taiwanese Chamber of 
Commerce, and was pleased to hear of their 
willingness to come forward and improve our 
mutual trading relationship. I am proud to once 
again express my support for strengthening 
the partnership between the United States and 
Taiwan. 

On the eve of Taiwan’s 103rd anniversary, 
I congratulate President Ma Ying-jeou, Taiwan 

Representative to the United States Ambas-
sador Lyushun Shen, and all of the Taiwanese 
people for their unwavering pursuit of freedom. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID HALE ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS AT FORT 
BELVOIR 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the distinguished career of my 
constituent, David Hale. After 50 years of 
service in the United States federal govern-
ment, Mr. Hale is retiring as the Deputy Direc-
tor of Public Works for the U.S. Army Garri-
son, Fort Belvoir. 

His career started August 10, 1964 as a 
Clerk Typist, GS–2 for the Director of Facili-
ties, Road, and Grounds Division. Mr. Hale 
served in the Army for a year and then re-
turned to the Department of Defense where he 
worked as an Electrical Technician. Later in 
his career, Mr. Hale became the Deputy Direc-
tor of Public Works. 

Mr. Hale’s work has had direct and signifi-
cant positive impact on the quality of life at 
Fort Belvoir. Having been the Deputy Director 
for DPW, Fort Belvoir, for decades, he has 
shown himself to be a technically superior fa-
cilities engineer, outstanding leader and exec-
utive, and a tireless worker. Under his leader-
ship and guidance, Fort Belvoir has done an 
exceptional job upgrading its master plan and 
implementing residential communities while 
emphasizing environmental stewardship and 
maintaining excellent community relations. Mr. 
Hale has played a central role in the develop-
ment of the Fort Belvoir strategic plan and 
provision of outstanding customer support. 

His efforts resulted in improved overall facili-
ties and mission readiness and living and 
working conditions of soldiers, their families, 
and the civilian workforce at the fort. He has 
also distinguished himself as a caring indi-
vidual willing to do everything to the best of 
his considerable abilities to take care of sol-
diers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Mr. Hale on his retirement 
and in thanking him for his 50 years of distin-
guished service to the people of the United 
States of America and to the men and women 
who serve in uniform and their families. 

f 

HONORING BEST BUY’S E- 
RECYCLING INITIATIVE 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Best Buy’s extraordinary commit-
ment to electronics recycling, and their leader-
ship in zero-waste initiatives in the retail indus-
try. 

Starting with a goal of recycling one billion 
pounds of electronics by the end of 2014, Best 
Buy opened collection points for e-waste at all 

of its 1,300 retail locations through the United 
States. Through aggressive awareness and 
marketing campaigns, they increased collec-
tions by 20 percent to nearly 100 million 
pounds in 2012. Every minute they are open, 
the company collects more than 400 pounds 
of electronics waste, without regard to the 
product’s initial retailer. As of September 12, 
2014 Best Buy has recycled over 966 million 
pounds of electronics. 

I applaud Best Buy’s dedication to elec-
tronics recycling. Their recycling strategies 
should serve as a model to other major retail-
ers. On behalf of the residents of the Fifth 
Congressional District, I commend Best Buy 
for their commitment to our environment; their 
e-waste collection sets the bar for other com-
panies and goes beyond any level mandated 
by government. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 103RD 
NATIONAL DAY OF TAIWAN 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the 103rd national day of the 
Republic of China (ROC), which is known by 
most Americans as Taiwan. 

Double Ten Day, which as the name implies 
falls on October 10, commemorates the 
Wuchang Uprising, an event that triggered a 
revolution leading to the overthrow of the Qing 
Dynasty and the establishment of the ROC on 
January 1, 1912. 

The United States has since stood by the 
ROC as we faced common enemies over the 
course of World War II and through the Cold 
War. With the creation and enactment of the 
Taiwan Relations Act in 1979, Congress guar-
anteed the continuing importance of the spe-
cial U.S.-Taiwan relationship. Through the 
hard work and determination of its people, Tai-
wan has built a democracy that has witnessed 
direct presidential elections every four years 
since 1966 and has twice seen the peaceful 
passage of power from one political party to 
another. 

Taiwan is a shining example to other coun-
tries who aspire to democracy both in the 
Asia-Pacific region and around the world. It is 
a regional and global economic and cultural 
force as a major innovator in high-technology 
and contributor to art and fashion. Through 
our shared security partnership, Taiwan also 
contributes to the security of the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

With the rise of tensions over the Diaoyutai/ 
Senkaku Islands and other areas of the East 
China Sea two years ago—tensions that re-
main prevalent today—Taiwan under the lead-
ership of President Ma Ying-jeou proposed an 
East China Sea peace initiative. It calls for 
dialogue and diplomacy to reduce tensions 
among the claimants to promote mutual ben-
efit from the natural-bounties of the disputed 
waters. This kind of vision is sorely needed in 
these types of global disputes, and it should 
be given due consideration by the international 
community. 

At a House Foreign Affairs hearing this past 
March, the State Department’s Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs responded positively 
to President Ma’s proposal. I hope my col-
leagues will study it and consider its pro-
posals. And in appreciation of Taiwan’s many 
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contributions to the global community, I hope 
that they will join me in wishing the people of 
Taiwan a Happy Double Ten Day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOLDIERS OF THE 
NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY IN 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize the soldiers of the Na-
tional Guard Armory in Leesburg, Florida. 

Alpha Company of the Leesburg National 
Guard Armory has bravely served both on 
American soil and overseas. In March 2005, 
soldiers of the 124th Infantry Regiment were 
deployed to Afghanistan in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. After conducting mis-
sions in Oman and Pakistan in 2008, Alpha 
Company deployed to Kuwait and conducted 
missions throughout Iraq, assisting the transi-
tion from Operation Iraqi Freedom to Oper-
ation New Dawn. 

In Florida, Alpha Company has provided 
critical support in times of natural disaster. In 
2004, service men and women aided victims 
of hurricanes that caused catastrophic dam-
age around the state. Alpha Company also as-
sisted Central Florida residents in 2007 when 
a series of tornadoes damaged thousands of 
homes and claimed several lives. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
the soldiers of Alpha Company for their brave 
and selfless service in Central Florida and 
abroad. It is an honor to recognize them and 
all men and women in the United States’ 
armed forces. 

f 

THE RUSSIANS KEEP MOVING 
WEST 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Rus-
sian bear is back, seeking to devour his neigh-
bors and reclaim his kingdom. Mr. Putin, or 
the Napoleon of Siberia as I like to call him, 
yearns for the glory days of the Soviet Union 
when the great communist empire extended 
from Latvia in the north to Tajikistan in the 
south. Putin is systematically reestablishing 
the Soviet Empire, but this time with Putin as 
king. 

In November 2013, Putin bribed the then 
President of Ukraine with a payment of $15 
billion in exchange for cutting off negotiations 
with the European Union that would have inte-
grated Ukraine more into the West. 

When then President Yanukovych accepted 
the bribe, hundreds of thousands of Ukrain-
ians took to the streets in peaceful protest. 
With the loss of the support of the people, in 
February 2014 the corrupt President left his 
gilded palace, resigned his position, and re-
treated back to Russia. 

The people of Ukraine elected a new gov-
ernment who would represent their desire to 
be free and move closer to the West. 

Putin did not like this one bit. So, he sent 
in his henchmen, first in Crimea and then in 

towns in eastern Ukraine, to stir unrest. Then 
in came the Russian troops to ‘‘protect’’ the 
ethnic Russians from the crisis that Putin cre-
ated. 

We have seen this movie before. The Rus-
sians are doing the same thing to the Ukrain-
ians in 2014 as they did to the Georgians in 
2008. 

In 2008, I was in Georgia just after the Rus-
sians invaded. Georgia was moving closer and 
closer to the West. Russia did not like this, so 
it decided to create instability. It sent in its 
henchmen to cause trouble. Then Putin sent 
in Russia troops and tanks to stop the trouble 
it created. Six years later, the Russians are 
still there. 

This winter, the Russian bear is not going to 
go into hibernation. Mr. Putin is going to dial 
up the pressure. He knows how reliant much 
of Europe is on Russian energy. When the 
weather gets colder, much of Europe will be at 
the mercy of Putin in order to stay warm. Putin 
is not afraid to use energy as leverage. I know 
because I was in Ukraine when Russia turned 
off the gas in 2006. It was cold. Unless Eu-
rope diversifies, it is only going to become 
more reliant on Russian gas. 

We have an easy solution to this. The 
United States is in the midst of an energy rev-
olution. We have more natural gas than we 
can use. In fact, natural gas is being left in the 
ground and burnt off at the well head because 
producers have no domestic buyers. There is 
a glut in the market. But the government, that 
institution that always seems to get in the way, 
says producers cannot sell the gas abroad 
without permission first from the Department 
of Energy. The Department of Energy is like 
any government bureaucracy—slow as molas-
ses. Meanwhile, the Europeans are months 
away from being subject to Russian blackmail. 

That’s why I introduced H.R. 4155, the Fight 
Russian Energy Exploitation (FREE) Act. The 
bill would free up our gas to go to the former 
Soviet states like Ukraine and countries in the 
European Union. Our allies want our gas and 
are willing to pay for it. If we sell our gas to 
them, it means more money injected into our 
economy and more American jobs. It is so 
simple you wonder why it has not been done 
already. 

Putin is in this for the long-term. Russian 
troops are still in Ukraine and just like in Geor-
gia, they have no plans on leaving. If the 
Ukrainian government is not going to move to-
wards Russia, then Putin has decided he is 
going to make them as weak and unstable as 
possible so they cannot move towards the 
West in any meaningful way. 

The Russians cannot be trusted. Back in 
1994, in exchange for Ukraine giving up its 
nuclear weapons, Russia promised to respect 
the territorial integrity of Ukraine. The B Buda-
pest Memorandum on Security Assurances 
was just a piece of paper to the Russians. So 
much for diplomacy and trusting the Russia 
bear not to eat more territory. 

Appeasement is not the answer. Russia will 
keep taking as much as the West is willing to 
let them. Who knows who could be next—Lat-
via, Estonia, Moldova? What then? When will 
the West decide enough is enough? 

The United States and Europe must come 
together. It is together that we can offer tough 
sanctions that will deal a big blow to Putin. As 
we tighten the economic noose around the 
Russia bear, we should loosen our ban on the 
export of crude oil and cut the red tape so we 

can export more natural gas to our European 
partners. We should also stand behind Presi-
dent Poroshenko with meaningful economic 
and military aid. He is doing all he can to pre-
vent the Russians from taking over more of 
his country, but he cannot do it alone. 

Winter is coming. Free people that want to 
remain free, better take heed. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HEALTH 
IT WEEK 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize September 15–19, 2014 as the 9th 
annual National Health IT Week. This is an 
important opportunity to reflect upon the im-
portance of health information technology in 
stimulating the U.S. economy and improving 
health care in our country. My own district, 
which includes Silicon Valley, is home to a 
growing number of innovative digital health 
startups and companies making an impact in 
health care. These companies are addressing 
some of health care’s most pressing chal-
lenges with breakthrough technologies and 
services, all the while creating valuable jobs. 

Health IT supports workforce development 
in the U.S. and exports opportunities abroad. 
The Bureau of Labor Statistics expects a need 
for thousands of new health IT jobs over the 
next decade. Health IT workforce development 
programs need visibility and connection to the 
Administration’s programs for job creation. 
Congressional support is needed for funding 
to expand community college, university- 
based, and non-profit programs to train health 
IT workers. Policymakers need to work with 
non-profit associations and the business com-
munity to launch and support internships, ap-
prenticeships, and fellowships that give stu-
dents and transitioning professionals real- 
world experience. Federal agencies should 
work with U.S. companies, health care organi-
zations, and non-profit associations to docu-
ment lessons learned and best practices from 
the Meaningful Use Program and apply them 
to overseas markets. 

In order to continue on this path, we need 
to provide incentives and frameworks to guide 
and reward these health care innovators. That 
is why I introduced H.R. 2363, the Health 
Care Innovation and Marketplace Tech-
nologies Act, which would create a new office 
of wireless health under the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and offer incentives for 
health care innovators. This legislation would 
not only create jobs, but also provide a regu-
latory framework for innovators who seek to 
grow companies and develop products to 
transform health care. It is imperative that we 
support these innovators, as it is clear that 
health IT supports workforce development in 
the U.S. We must also continue to prepare 
students and our workforce for the 21st cen-
tury demands of the technology industry. The 
growth of health IT undoubtedly has the po-
tential to stimulate the economy and bring 
much-needed innovation to our nation’s 
healthcare sector. 

Health information technology is essential to 
the transformation of health care in America, 
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and so I am happy to commemorate National 
Health IT Week. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOTH THE LAND AND 
WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
AND THE WILDERNESS ACT 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 50th Anniversary of both the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
Wilderness Act, two momentous accomplish-
ments for the environmental movement at both 
the time of their signing and today. 

The technology sector in my district is 
booming. People come to Seattle not just be-
cause of our vibrant technology ecosystem or 
our business- and worker-friendly environ-
ment. They also come because smart, for-
ward-thinking people for the past 50 years 
have set aside open space—preserving farm-
land, building parks, and conserving habitat. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
helped conserve iconic natural treasures in all 
fifty states, including Mount Rainier National 
Park in the great state of Washington. I am a 
frequent visitor to the beautiful San Juan Is-
lands, another Washington gem protected by 
the LWCF. The Wilderness Act enabled the 
highest levels of protection for the stunning Al-
pine Lakes Wilderness, a natural landscape 
Seattleites are fortunate to have in their back-
yard. 

Programs like the Land and Water Con-
servation Act and the Wilderness Act are not 
just good for the environment; they are good 
for people and the economy. I commend those 
who enacted these programs half a century 
ago and those working to promote this work 
today. It is imperative that we continue the 
legacy of preserving America’s rich and di-
verse natural heritage. 

f 

CELEBRATING WILDERNESS WEEK 
2014 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in celebration of our nation’s public lands 
and wilderness and in honor of Wilderness 
Week, observed September 13–18, 2014. 

This year, Wilderness Week takes on spe-
cial meaning, as this September marks the 
50th anniversary of two enduring tools for 
American conservation: the Wilderness Act 
and the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 
Passed by Congress in 1964, these two acts 

remain vital to our efforts of conserving the 
best of America’s natural lands. 

On September 3, 1964, President Johnson 
signed into law the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act, landmark legislation that estab-
lished a dedicated and permanent funding 
stream for the purpose of protecting and con-
serving our nation’s irreplaceable outdoor rec-
reational, natural, historic and cultural land-
marks. 

Paid for by royalties collected from oil and 
gas companies, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF) has financed genera-
tions of projects to bring parks and clean, 
green spaces to the hearts of our urban areas. 
The suite of LWCF programs is critical for pro-
tecting natural lands, outdoor recreation op-
portunities, and working forests at the local, 
state and federal levels. Since its creation, the 
LWCF program has conserved more than 5 
million acres of parks, recreation, forests, and 
other lands through the federal program and 
more than 2.6 million acres in communities 
throughout every state in the nation. 

But LWCF does more than simply add to 
our public lands. Investing in LWCF is also an 
important way to grow our economy. The Out-
door Industry Association states that outdoor 
recreation contributes more than $1.06 trillion 
annually to the U.S. economy, supports more 
than 9.4 million jobs, and stimulates 8 percent 
of all consumer spending. And The Trust for 
Public Land found that every $1 invested in 
LWCF returns $4 in economic value. Without 
LWCF funding to stimulate matching invest-
ments from state, local and private entities, 
this crucial economic driver will be lost. 

These numbers prove the program’s suc-
cess, and I am pleased that the program is 
also extremely popular. In recent polls, more 
than 80 percent of voters expressed support 
for continuing to deposit fees from offshore oil 
and gas drilling into LWCF—this broad sup-
port extends from every geographic region of 
the country and every political persuasion. 
Supporters include governors, mayors, sports-
men, industry leaders, conservationists, Civil 
War enthusiasts, historians, recreationists, 
small businesses, forest owners, and the 
many Americans who see firsthand the tan-
gible benefits this program has had on their 
communities and families. 

Although LWCF has a dedicated revenue 
stream from offshore drilling royalties and 
takes no taxpayer money from the general 
fund, large portions of this funding have been 
diverted over the years to non-conservation 
purposes. Even at last year’s appropriated 
level of $306 million, we were a far cry from 
the $900 million that is annually authorized for 
conservation work. In addition, LWCF’s au-
thorizing legislation is set to expire in Sep-
tember 2015, and it is imperative that we re-
authorize this successful program before that 
date. I believe Congress should uphold its 
decades long commitment to land and water 
conservation and reinvigorate LWCF, thereby 
expanding opportunities for all Americans to 

have access to parks and natural areas for 
outdoor recreation. 

Along with the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act, President Johnson also signed 
into law the Wilderness Act. The Wilderness 
Act allows Congress to designate some public 
lands as ‘‘wilderness.’’ These wilderness areas 
are designed to remain unchanged by hu-
mans—to allow ecological and evolutionary 
processes could be carried out without human 
intervention and give future generations a 
‘‘glimpse of the world as it was in the begin-
ning.’’ As such, these areas are off-limits to 
commercial ventures, such as logging and 
mining, and permanent structures (roads and 
lodges), but they remain available for public 
exploration. 

Just as our government had established the 
first national parks in the world almost a cen-
tury earlier, the Wilderness Act made the 
United States the first country in the world to 
designate and protect wilderness. When it was 
first signed, the Wilderness Act designated 54 
wilderness areas, protecting about 9.1 million 
acres in 13 states. Since that time, the num-
ber of wilderness areas has increased to more 
than 750, covering about 110 million acres of 
wilderness in 44 states. Our wilderness areas 
include some of the highest points of the 
Rockies to places like Linville Gorge in my 
home state of North Carolina’s mountains. 
Sadly, some opponents of conservation in 
Congress would like to see this hard work un-
done. In 2012, for the first time, Congress ac-
tually took 222 acres out of the wilderness 
designation. 

John Muir, founder of the Sierra Club, once 
said, ‘‘Wilderness is a necessity . . . There 
must be places for human beings to satisfy 
their souls.’’ Today, in an increasingly urban 
nation, wilderness areas are ever more impor-
tant as we need a place to get away, to enjoy 
and restore ourselves. Wilderness areas also 
serve to provide biological diversity, clean air 
and water, and baseline data for research as 
we deal with issues like climate change. We 
need to protect connected landscapes to sus-
tain our fish and wildlife and other natural re-
sources for the future. 

So, while the 50th anniversary of each of 
these landmark bills is an occasion for cele-
bration, it must also serve as a reminder of 
the work we have to do. I once heard it said 
that ‘‘America’s public lands are like unfinished 
works of art; incomplete masterpieces.’’ LWCF 
and the Wilderness Act will help to complete 
this work. In fact, that was the promise made 
to the American people 50 years ago when 
these bills were enacted. President Johnson 
wisely observed, ‘‘True leadership must pro-
vide for the next decade and not merely the 
next day.’’ So, let us celebrate wilderness 
week and honor the 50th anniversary of the 
Wilderness Act and LWCF by renewing our 
commitment to protect our nation’s wild 
places. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-

mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
September 18, 2014 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

SEPTEMBER 23 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Lourdes Maria Castro Ramirez, 

of California, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Therese W. McMillan, of 
California, to be Federal Transit Ad-
ministrator, Department of Transpor-
tation. 

SD–538 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine The FANS 
Act, focusing on if sports blackouts 
and antitrust exemptions are harming 
fans, consumers, and the games them-
selves. 

SD–226 
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